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16 APRIL 2007

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF THE PARISH OF FAWLEY

p Cllr Mrs A E McEvoy
Cllr A Glass

Councillors
B C Brooks p Mrs K Coles

P M J Fidler Mrs C Glass
B Hall p E Holtham

p Mrs K Lord p Marshall Palmer
p Mrs B Maynard P G Pearce-Smith MBE

A Sheppard D J Staines
p R A Wappet

In Attendance
County Council and District Council L Dunsdon
Mr M Anderson, Clerk to the Council
Mrs S King, Minute Clerk
Sergeant Gillespie
Lou Francis
Miss O M Foster
Ms Paula Wappet-Madden
1 other Members of the Public

Apologies were received from 
Councillor A Glass, Councillor P Pearce-Smith and District Councillor Graham 
Parkes. 
The Chairman, Cllr Mrs McEvoy welcomed those present to the Annual Parish 
Meeting and introduced Members and guest sitting on the top table.

Appointment of the Clerk to the Meeting
RESOLVED that Mr M Anderson be appointed as Clerk to the meeting.

To Confirm the Minutes of the Meeting held on 24 April 2006.
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 24 April 2006 be confirmed 
as a true record and signed by the Chairman, with the amendment of Fire Officer 
Tom Johnson to read Fire Officer Tom Jones.

Chairman’s Report (Cllr Mrs McEvoy)
Cllr Mrs McEvoy presented her report, highlighting the following:
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I would like to begin by welcoming you all here tonight. Community participation 
is always important so thank you all for coming.
I am pleased to report that this Council has been able to deliver a range of 
improved services and facilities, most importantly, at no increased pressure on 
the rates and we have maintained our reputation as a “Best Value” Council. That 
means that your money has been safe in our hands. I will leave some of those 
details to the Chairmen of the Committees and I will focus on some of the 
highlights of the last 12 months.

THESE INCLUIDE:

 Disabled Open Day (May 2006)
 20 Years Celebration of the Opening of Gang Warily (September 2006)
 Annual Parish Service (November)
 Red Nose Day (March 2007)

Disabled Open Day

Gang Warily hosted a disabled open day in May last year. We were very proud 
to highlight our 3 successful sessions for the disabled every week as well as our 
G.P. Referral Scheme in partnership with local surgeries. This particular service 
offers even more opportunities for less able members of the community to enjoy
the benefits of regular exercise. It is worth mentioning that some of our disabled
clients travel from areas as far a field as Ringwood, Southampton an
Totton. This is a testimony to the high standard of activities for the disabled as
well as the dedication and professionalism of qualified staff that we have to offer.

20 Years Celebration of the Opening of Gang Warily 
We celebrated Gang Warily’s 20th anniversary with an open day in September. 
There were demonstrations in the gym and stalls in the main hall. There were 
other fun activities such as Face Painting and the trampoline, which was 
available free of charge, proved very popular. An enjoyable day was had by all.  

Annual Parish Service
Last November, All Saints Church, Fawley was crowded as parishioners joined 
our Annual Parish Service, which celebrated “Working Women of World War 2.” 
The Service was lead by the Vicar, Barry James, and began, with MEMORIES of 
Joyce Blair nee Watts read by a member of the Choir. 
We had a sharing of memories and stories from Mrs Gilly Drummond and Mr 
Stephen Wright as well as contributions from the Clerk, Malcolm Anderson and 
me. There was a delightful rendition of “Run Rabbit Run” from Fawley Infant 
School and everyone also appreciated the contribution by Hardley School pupils 
singing “Colours of the Wind”.
Coming together in the community and sharing experiences is very important and 
we were grateful that our member of Parliament, Dr Julian Lewis, Councillor Pat 
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West, Chairman of Hampshire County Council, Councillor David Scott, Chairman 
of New Forest District Council and Ian Readhead, Deputy Chief Constable, 
Hampshire, all gave up their time to be there for the residents of Fawley.

Red Nose Day
On March 16th the staff enthusiastically set about their “Red Nose Day” activities 
that provided fun for the whole family. Activities included an array of Stalls, 
Bouncy Castles, Trampolines, Face Painting, as well as a “Custard Bath” for our 
fitness instructors and a 10 Hour Public Bounce-a-thon. I am pleased to report 
that �1011:00 was raised in aid of Comic Relief.

New Youth Facility in the Parish
We recently opened a new Youth Facility within Fawley Parish. It is situated 
opposite Gang Warily in Newlands Park and comprises a MUGA (Multi Use 
Games Area) and an attractive Youth Shelter. In order to connect with the youth 
of the Parish, we have also appointed Penny Field as a Youth Outreach Worker. 
Penny will be based at Gang Warily, but will spend a lot of her time meeting with 
the young people in the Parish. The MUGA, Youth Shelter and Outreach Worker 
were key suggestions to emerge from the PRIME Initiative.

Apart from the vision and financial contribution made by the Parish Council, we 
are very grateful to the Police, New Forest District Council, Exxon Mobil and 
Dibden Allotment Charity who have all been supportive in enabling us to provide 
and improve the facilities for our young people.

Sad News Report
It was with sadness that we had to report last week that Michael Cooper had 
passed away. He was a Parish Councillor for four years from 1999. On behalf of 
the staff and Councillors, we extended our sympathy to his widow Iris and his 
family.

Staff Thank You
Good staff provide the lifeblood of our operation and I welcome our new Centre 
Manager, Kevin Lobley, who I am sure will bring a vibrant renewal of our 
recreational facilities and added value for our customers. I also welcome our new 
Youth Outreach Worker, Penny Field, who is already making an impact on the 
young people of the Parish.  
At all times support from the Clerk, Malcolm Anderson, and his staff has been 
vital to the efficient running of what is one of the largest Parish Councils in the 
Country. 
I would like to say a personal thank you to Malcolm for his support and a thank 
you to Pauline Coombes, the Finance Assistant, and Sue King, secretary to the 
Clerk who have always provided an efficient and friendly service for all the 
Councillors. As Councillors, we never underestimate the commitment of all our 
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staff and together we hope we have provided a professional and dedicated 
service for the community.

The Chairman’s Cup
The Chairman’s Cup is awarded every year to a resident in the Parish who the 
Council believes has made a selfless contribution to the community. There are a 
number of people who frequently give their time freely for the good of the 
community but this year I have decided to award the Cup jointly to two people 
who I believe have made an impact on the community by their commitment to 
strive to achieve something better for the people of Fawley. 

The first recipient is Inspector John Kenna. He set out his views on local policing 
in November 2005 that were very different from those of his predecessors. He 
took a personal interest in this Parish and played a “very hands on” part in the 
Fawley Parish PRIME initiative. Although Inspector Kenna is not a resident of this 
Parish, I firmly believe that his pro-active stance on policing in our Parish has 
helped to make the lives of the residents in the Parish very much better. 

The joint recipient is Louise Francis. Lou, although a busy Mum, School 
Governor and fitness instructor at Gang Warily, was so incensed at the prospect 
of the imminent demolition of the old Blackfield Infant School that she decided to 
do something about it. Unlike so many others who frequently bemoan the 
situation in which they find themselves, the prospect of the loss of this historic 
building spurred Lou into doing something about it. She rallied local residents into 
action and her enthusiasm was partly responsible for saving the building for 
future generations. I consider her actions to epitomise good community spirit.

It is with very great pleasure that I present The 2007 Chairman’s Cup to Sergeant 
Gillespie on behalf of Inspector John Kenna and Louise Francis.

I would like to ask Inspector Gillespie to pass on the very warm wishes of this 
Council to Inspector Kenna who is quite poorly at the moment.

Lou Francis thanked the Parish and Councillor McEvoy for all her support 
in saving the Blackfield Golf Club house which has been used over the years by
Blackfield Infant School.

Policy Resources and Personnel Committee Report (Cllr R Wappet)
Public Services (Cllr R Wappet)
The Chairman of the Policy Resources and Personnel Committee and Chairman
of Public Services , Councillor Wappet presented his reports, highlighting the 
following points:

a) Success in the reduction of noise from Exxonmobil Cat Cracker
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b) The Fawley Parish Council has kept the precept down to 3% 
c) The all weather pitch has been re-surfaced and public participation has been 

good.
d) The entrance and reception area of Gang Warily is being renovated and a 

new electronic booking system will soon be installed.
e) Hampshire County Council in partnership with Fawley Parish Council have 

refurbished bus shelters within the Fawley area.
f) A campaign is moving forward together with South West Trains to reinstate 

the Hythe Branch Line, this is now included in the South East Plan for 
Transport.

g) Inspector Kenna since moving to Hythe has reintroduced visible presence of 
police on the beat. We thank him as this is helping to reduce crime and 
disorder.

h) A Youth Shelter and play area project has been installed at Newlands Park.
i) Recruiting of a Youth Outreach Worker has been employed to help keep the 

youngsters off the street.
j) Bus Services the Parish lobbied and obtained the best deals we could in the 

prevailing financial climate.
k) The Insurance for Gang Warily was put out to tender and by doing so made 

a savings of 25%.
l) A new centre manager has been appointed and it is hoped that facilities will 

be improved and an increase in people attending the centre.

Amenities Committee Report
In the absence of the Chairman of the Committee, the Clerk detailed some of the 
work that is the responsibility of the Committee.
The new Centre Manager was settling in well at Gang Warily and the 
commencement of a new personal training scheme within the fitness centre is 
going well.
Sports Relief mile around the centre grounds took place in July and was a great 
success.
In May of last year an annual ticket to cover both fishing ponds was introduces.
Thanks were made to Pete Stevens and his team for the constant good condition 
the football pitches were kept in at the centre.
The under 5 Gym Club which started last year has been a great success.

Any other matters to be raised by Parishioners.

Miss Foster raised the question relating to installing unbreakable glass within 
the entrance area. It was confirmed that this is now a regulation that will be 
adhered to.

Councillor Mrs Maynard commented on the reduction of bus at Calshot.

Councillor E Holtham gave the background to the proposed rail track in the 
Waterside which was originally planned in 1882 to go from Totton to Stonypoint 
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at Lepe but which was eventually in 1927 built to run to Esso. At present there is 
seventeen movements a week.

The meeting closed at 7.40pm

.


