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ExxonMobil Fawley is not just one of the 
largest employers on the Waterside, it is 
also a key member of the community.
Every year the site contributes thousands of pounds to 
local worthy causes through a variety of initiatives and 
contribution schemes. In addition, employees regularly 
engage with schools in their roles as either STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths) ambassadors or 
governors. 

For the past 11 years, employees have also taken part in the 
Day of Caring scheme. This allows volunteers to take a day 
out of their work schedule to help a local community group, 
charity, church or school with a project such as painting, 
conservation work or a garden makeover. 

Find out more about how we are playing our part in the 
community inside.

Pictured: Callum Johnstone, a STEM ambassador from ExxonMobil Fawley, 

takes part in a science day at Blackfield Primary School.
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Playing our part
Making sure ExxonMobil Fawley plays its 
part in supporting the local community 
is a key priority for the company. Jon 
Wetmore, Fawley’s Refinery Manager, 
said: “ExxonMobil Fawley is committed to 
being a good neighbour. As part of that, 
we are delighted to be able to help the 
local community where we can through 
our various contribution schemes and 
involvement programmes. I know from the 

many letters of thanks we receive that our 
support can make a huge difference. 
“We are pleased to continue to provide support to our 
local schools as part of our Link School programme and 
through events such as the Sci-Tech Challenge and STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) roadshows. 
Encouraging young people to consider a  career in 
science, technology, engineering or maths is a key goal for 
ExxonMobil. We have a highly-skilled and multi-talented 
workforce, many of whom have spent time helping inspire 
the next generation. Being an integral member of the 
community means playing our part where we can. That’s 
what we do here at Fawley.”

STEM ambassadors

Eddie Henbury presents his roadshow to pupils at 
Orchard Junior School.

ExxonMobil Fawley has more than 
50 STEM ambassadors who regularly 
visit schools to help promote science, 
technology, engineering and maths 
subjects.
One of those is Eddie Henbury who presents his 
“roadshow” to thousands of students – in the last 
academic year alone he went to 52 schools across 
Hampshire, Surrey, Wiltshire and Dorset. He has 
also participated in major events like the Sci-Tech 
Challenge and The Solent Big Bang. Eddie’s roadshow 
combines exciting experiments and interesting facts 
and information which helps bring science to life.

He said: “For me, one of the best bits about being a 
STEM ambassador is the reaction you get from the 
pupils when they realise that things they have been 
learning about in science can be directly related to 
what happens in the real world. Looking at STEM 
subjects in a fun way helps the students to see that 
learning about them in class can actually be 
quite cool.”

Link schools

The STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths) theme is 
continued through the Fawley site’s 
close bond with local schools. The 
Link School programme provides 
an opportunity for those schools 
which are part of the scheme to 
apply to the company for grants of 
up to £3,500 per year.
This money can be used for a variety of 
purposes, all linked to STEM. For example, 
it can be used to buy science equipment or 
learning aids such as homework books and 
calculators. The grant can also help to fund 
projects like Learning through Landscapes, 
which helps schools to make better use of 
outside spaces for teaching, learning and 
play or to assist with educational visits.

The 10 link schools are Applemore College, 
Hamble School, Hounsdown School, 
Noadswood School, New Forest Academy, 
Blackfield Primary School, Cadland Primary 
School, Fawley Infant School, Manor 
Church of England School and Wildground 
Junior School. 

Staff at Blackfield Primary School used 
some of the funding from ExxonMobil 
Fawley to hold an interactive science day 
before the end of the summer term.

Mandy Hooper, Deputy Head 
at Blackfield, said: “We are 
lucky enough to be one of 
the link schools which receive 
funding from ExxonMobil 
Fawley for STEM-related 
activities. Some of this money 
was invested in our science 
day which enabled us to have 
the resources available for the 
children to take part in fun, 
creative and exciting science. 
The pupils and the teaching 
staff all had an amazing day. 
We could not have done 
it without the support of 
ExxonMobil Fawley and we are 
very grateful.”
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Barn owl chicks.

Volunteer Involvement Programme

Employees from ExxonMobil Fawley who volunteer in the 
community are able to apply for financial support for their 
organisation through the site’s Volunteer Involvement 
Programme (VIP).
Martin Bradley is a volunteer for the Barn Owl Conservation Network (BOCN). 
He said: “Through the VIP scheme I have been able to help the BOCN by giving them 
£1,500 over the course of this year and 2015. This money has been used to buy the 
materials for nest boxes which can then be built by volunteers and which are helping to 
combat the decline in barn owl numbers.”

Day of Caring

For the past 11 years, volunteers 
from ExxonMobil Fawley 
have taken part in the Day of 
Caring initiative. This means 
they take a day out of their 
working schedule to help with a 
community project.
Last year, volunteers helped with a tidy-up 
of All Saints’ Church, Fawley, painted garden 
furniture at The Horrill Centre, Dibden, carried 
out conservation work at Studland Common 
and wrapped hundreds of presents for a 
charity Christmas grotto at Marwell Zoo.

This year, five projects are 
earmarked for help over five 
separate days in October. 
Richard Henderson, Fawley 
Chemicals Manager, said: “As a 
site, we are incredibly proud of 
the huge amount of work which 
our employees carry out through 
the Day of Caring scheme. This 
is a very worthwhile initiative 
which we continue to support 
wholeheartedly.”

ExxonMobil Governor Scheme

Terry Smith with Forest Park headteacher Rob Hatherley.

Many employees from ExxonMobil 
Fawley are also school governors. This 
means they are able to apply for grants 
of up to £1,000 a year through the 
ExxonMobil Governor Scheme for the 
school they represent.
Terry Smith has been a governor at Forest Park 
School, Totton, for the past 10 years, most recently as 
chairman. He said: “The Governor Scheme is a really 
great way of being able to give your school some extra 
financial support. This is especially helpful to a school 
like Forest Park where our pupils have moderate, 
severe and profound learning disabilities and need lots 
of specialist equipment.”

Day of Caring volunteers with attendees and staff at the Horrill Centre, Dibden, in 2015.



St John’s Church, Hythe
During a tidy-up at St John’s Church, Hythe, 
iron railings to the south of the site were 
uncovered from the dense undergrowth 
and found to be in a poor state of repair.

As the railings have a preservation order 
on them, care had to be taken to reinstate 
them to their original condition, especially 

the “Vicar’s Gate” which had been damaged by a fallen tree.  ExxonMobil Fawley was 
approached for help and made a contribution of £500 towards the repairs.

The first stage of the work has now been carried out and the “Vicar’s Gate”, which 
once connected the old vicarage to the main church, has been restored.

Volunteers from ExxonMobil Fawley will also be carrying out a churchyard tidy-up at 
St John’s as part of the Day of Caring initiative in October.

Calshot Nature Club

Calshot Nature Club was established six years 
ago to help families learn about nature in a fun 
and “hands-on” way. Activities this year have 
included planting and harvesting potatoes, a 
visit to Exbury Gardens and taking part in a 
challenge to make a water-conserving, hygienic 
hand washer using only a plastic bottle, string 
and a piece of soap.

Thanks to a second year of support from 
ExxonMobil Fawley, the club has been able to 
expand its programme of visits for 2016 and, 
for the first time, was able to offer summer 
holiday activities. 

More information about the group can be 
found on Calshot Nature Club’s Facebook 
page. Calshot Nature Club visits Exbury Gardens.

In 2016, ExxonMobil Fawley has also provided 
support to several local events, including:

Fawley Armed Forces Day

Fawley Home Front Heritage Weekend

The 200-year commemoration of Ashlett Mill

The New Forest Open Art competition.

The company is also a major supporter of the New 
Forest National Park Authority’s “Our Past, Our 
Future” project.

Solent Rescue

Solent Rescue, which is based 
at Lepe Country Park, is a fully 
operational lifeboat station 
manned entirely by volunteers.
It operates under the direct control of 
HM Coastguard and is responsible for 
approximately 33 square miles of the central 
and western Solent.

Solent Rescue, which is not part of the RNLI, 
covers 20 per cent of the area, from the Lepe 
foreshore to Hurst castle. The crew operates 
at weekends from March to September, and 
during Cowes Week.

Cameron Critchfield, Secretary of Solent 
Rescue, explained: “It costs us £10,000 a year 
to keep the service running, which is funded 
totally by the generosity of the public and local 
companies. The engines on our boat were 
getting old and really needed replacing. The 
current engines had been well maintained 
which meant we were able to use them to help 
finance an upgrade. However, we still needed 
to make up the difference which is where 
ExxonMobil kindly stepped in to help.”

From left to right: Solent Rescue’s 
Sam Drummond, Lee Cooper and Rob 
Benneyworth with the new boat engines.

The £4,000 contribution from ExxonMobil 
Fawley meant that, in conjunction with support 
from John Lewis, the two Suzuki extra-long-
shaft DF90 engines could be bought and 
installed on the charity’s rescue boat. 

The Jubilee Sailing Trust

The Jubilee Sailing Trust (JST) is an 
international, United Nations accredited 
disability charity, promoting integration 
through the challenge and adventure of 
tall ship sailing. It provides life-changing 
adventures to people of all ages, 
backgrounds and levels of physical ability. 

Volunteers from the JST at last year’s Pumpkin Festival.

Every year since 2010, ExxonMobil Fawley has supported 
the JST’s annual Pumpkin Festival with a contribution of 
£1,000. The fun gathering is a major fundraising event for 
the charity and attracts hundreds of people. 

Judith Cordery, one of the volunteer 
organisers, said: “We couldn’t hold the 
festival without the help we get from 
ExxonMobil Fawley. The sponsorship 
enables us to lay the foundations for the 
event and to make it a fun afternoon.”
This year’s festival will be held at the Royal Victoria Park, 
Netley, on Sunday, October 8, from noon until 5.30pm.

Contributing to the community
ExxonMobil Fawley supports dozens of local worthy 
causes every year. In 2015, the company made contributions 
to community organisations, charities, projects and events 
totalling in the region of £156,000.
Among those who received support were the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Air Ambulance, 
the RNLI, Age Concern and The Blue Lamp Trust. On this page we take a closer look at 
some of the smaller organisations which have also benefited from support in 2016.

The damaged “Vicar’s Gate” before and 
after repair work.


