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Mapping out the future 
A new camera and mapping 
system is helping to 
revolutionise the way we work 
at ExxonMobil Fawley. 
Turn to page two to find 
out more about how this 
technology is having an impact.

Film crew comes to Fawley 
BBC presenter Roger Finn has 
paid a visit to Fawley to learn 
more about how nature and the 
environment are thriving in the 
shadow of a major oil refinery. 
Turn to page three to read the 
full story.

Day of Caring 
More than 80 employees from 
ExxonMobil Fawley swapped 
a day of work to take part in 
local community projects. Find 
out how Day of Caring made a 
difference on page three.

River King 
He’s already written three 
books for children, now 
Fawley’s Martin Bradley has 
published his fourth. Discover 
more about River King, and 
how Martin hopes it will 
inspire young readers, on 
the back page.



It’s already an iconic sight at many 
local events, and now a vintage 
Esso tanker is the colourful subject 
of a charity calendar for 2017.

The bright red AEC Mammoth Major MK 111 truck was built 
in 1952 as a foam tanker for the fire section within Fawley 
Refinery. It was donated to the Waterside Historic Vehicle 
Club by ExxonMobil Fawley in September 2014. Enthusiasts 
set about restoring the tanker over the winter months, 
stripping back the cab and replacing the rotten wooden 
frame. The lorry, which was in good condition mechanically 
and still roadworthy, is now regularly displayed at shows 
across the country.

It was through a local event that the idea for the calendar 
came about. Graham Charles, founder of the Waterside 
Historic Vehicle Club, said: “I had a chance meeting with 
Sally Golden, who was the photographer at Fawley Heritage 
Day back in the summer.  The Reverend Stuart Holt, who 
organised the event, is currently trying to raise funds to 
create a Fawley Heritage Centre as part of All Saints’ Church.

“I asked Sally if she could take some photographs of the truck 
and, after seeing the results of her work, the idea of a charity 
calendar developed. So, in the middle of July we spent a day 
driving around the local area taking photos at 
different landmarks.”

The calendar can be purchased from All Saints’ Church, with 
all proceeds going towards the Heritage Centre fundraising 
campaign. For more information about the Waterside 
Historic Vehicle Club, visit the club’s Facebook page.

 Calendar drive
The Esso truck at Beaulieu

ExxonMobil Fawley is helping to pave 
the way in the use of a new camera and 
mapping system which could make a 
massive difference to the way staff work 
at the site.

Jack King, who works for ExxonMobil Engineering Europe Limited, 
and is based at Fawley, explained: “Over recent years, online maps 
have revolutionised the way we look at our surroundings. Initially, 
they were able to provide a bird’s eye view, then later a 360 degree 
view - just as though you were walking down the street yourself. 
XOM360, which is the system we are using here at Fawley, will enable 
the user to view any unit on any ExxonMobil site as if they were 
standing right there in person. This could revolutionise the way we 
are able to work. 

XOM360 could revolutionise the way we work at Fawley in the future.

“Using the latest 360 degree cameras available, images can be 
captured, stitched together and uploaded to provide a pathway 
through an entire unit. This is then viewable on a computer, making 
it much easier for users to identify equipment, plan trips to site, and 
share specific images and information with colleagues.

“This technology has many uses and benefits across all disciplines, 
with the most important being universal across them all - safety. In 
this regard, XOM360 can reduce the number of trips to site and allow 
better planning for trips that are unavoidable, therefore reducing the 
total man hours in the field, avoiding hazards and allowing for a safer 
working environment. It will also save a lot of time along the way. 

“The system has been used by other sites in America, Argentina, 
Belgium and Singapore, but not on the scale that we will be testing 
it out here at Fawley. The goal now is to prove that this technology is 
an extremely effective tool and a step forward into a safer future, not 
just here at Fawley, but globally at other ExxonMobil sites.”

Mapping out the future

An image taken by XOM360 in its flat form.

Waterside Sports and Social Club

We were sorry to learn last month that the Waterside Sports 
and Social Club (WSSC) had been forced to close due to 
financial difficulties. 

Esso Petroleum Company, Limited is owner of the facilities, which 
include the Holbury Club, Ashlett Creek Mill and Ashlett Sailing 
Club. These have been provided to WSSC for the good of the 
community at nominal rents of just £1 a year per site since 2002.

At the time of going to press, all facilities remain closed. We 
remain committed to keeping the Waterside sites as local 
community facilities and hope that a solution can be found to 
secure their future.



Roger Finn, who is best known as a 
presenter on BBC South Today, came 
to the site to record a piece for Finn’s 
Country, a popular weekly slot on 
the news programme. The segment 
is typically between three and four 
minutes long, and features people and 
places from across the region. The 
focus is primarily on the countryside, 
its pursuits and its wildlife.

For his visit to Fawley, Roger wanted 
to show viewers how nature can thrive 
in the shadow of the UK’s largest oil 
refinery. This meant taking an in-depth 
tour of the Fawley site’s “green” 
areas, including the reservoir and the 
saltmarsh, which is a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI).

Alison Jones, Fawley’s Community 
Affairs Manager, said: “We have 
worked incredibly hard over the years 
to not only protect our environment 
but to actively help it flourish. The 
saltmarsh and the reservoir are 
wonderful examples of how this care 
and effort has paid off. To be asked to 
feature in Finn’s Country was a great 
opportunity for us to share this work 
with the wider public.”

As part of the filming, Roger and 
his film crew used a drone to take 
aerial shots of the saltmarsh, and 
also interviewed Jeff Ross and Ian 
Althorp. Jeff, who works in the stores 
department, was able to talk about 
the different varieties of birds which 

are regularly seen across the site, 
while Ian, Environmental Group Head, 
gave an overview of the ways in which 
Fawley is helping to protect and 
encourage its flora and fauna across 
the site. He also talked about the 
management of the SSSI and the pride 
taken in looking after it. 

Alison said: “The visit went very 
well and I know that Roger was very 
impressed with what he saw and was 
pleased with the footage the 
team captured.”

BBC crew 
films at Fawley

From left: Jeff Ross, 
Roger Finn  

and Ian Althorp.

A BBC film crew came to Fawley to learn 
how nature can flourish and prosper in 
the shadow of a major industrial site.

Making a difference was the aim for 80 staff from 
ExxonMobil at Fawley who took a day out of their 
busy work schedules to team up for an annual 
Day of Caring event.

This was the 11th year running that the Fawley 
site has staged Day of Caring, which has so far 
given a helping hand to 48 different charities, 
schools, and community or conservation groups 
by encouraging staff to volunteer their time. The 
aim of the event is to provide skills and manpower 
to help carry out a task or project which would 
otherwise be difficult or impossible to achieve. 
This year, five worthy causes were selected to 
receive help. 

• The first set of volunteers went to St John’s 
Church, Hythe, where they  gave the 
churchyard a good spruce up, relaid the gravel 
path and sanded and oiled the oak double 
doors at the entrance to the church. 

• The next group travelled to Marwell Zoo 
where 4,500 presents awaited wrapping in 
time for the charity’s Christmas grotto. 

• Third on the list for assistance was St Anne’s 
Neighbourhood Centre, in Warrys Close, Butts 
Ash, near Hythe, where several rooms were 
given a much-needed lick of paint.

• The fourth project was at Twiggs Lane Pre-
School, in Marchwood. Here, 15 volunteers 
spent the day putting up a new trellis fence, 

painting two storage sheds, jet-washing the 
playground floor and fixing a new coat rail to 
the classroom wall.

• A 60ft shrub bed, in desperate need of 
weeding, awaited volunteers at Minstead 
Training Trust, in the New Forest. As well as 
stripping the bed back to its soil base, the 
ExxonMobil helpers also put down new bark 
and gravel in other areas of the 
17-acre gardens.

Bev Spanswick, from Minstead Training Trust, was 
delighted with the work carried out. The charity 
offers services in residential and day care, plus 
hands-on training in work, life and social skills to 
adults who have learning disabilities. Bev said: “We 
are extremely grateful to everyone who took part 
in the Day of Caring event. I can’t believe what 
was achieved in such a short time. The borders 
and terrace look absolutely amazing thanks to 
everyone’s hard graft. It was a fabulous team 
effort and we are very grateful to 
everyone involved.”

Jon Wetmore, Refinery Manager at Fawley, said 
the Day of Caring event is always an important 
part of the site’s calendar.  “To have an opportunity 
to give something back to the community in this 
way is something which we look forward to every 
year,” he said. “It is wonderful to hear all the 
positive feedback and to know that we have been 
able to make a difference to these worthy causes.”

Day of Caring

You can view the 
episode of Finn’s 
Country on YouTube 
by searching for 
Fawley Saltmarsh. 
The film can also 
be viewed at 
fawleyonline.org.uk 
under the 
video section.



exxonmobil.co.uk   twitter.com/exxonmobil_uk

You can now also see Community Matters online 
at fawleyonline.org.uk

If you would like to know more about us or have 
any queries, please ring 023 8089 2511
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Author Martin Bradley 
is hoping his latest book 
about one of Britain’s most 
beautiful birds will help to 
inspire youngsters to become 
more creative, both in the 
classroom and at home.

Martin, who is a Process 
Technician at ExxonMobil 
Fawley, has just released his 
fourth book, entitled River 
King. A combination of poetic 
narrative, stunning artwork 
and fun facts help bring the 
colourful Kingfisher to life for 
young readers. 

Martin said: “My previous 
three books have featured 
a Peregrine Falcon, a Hen 
Harrier and a Barn Owl, so to 
write about a Kingfisher may 
seem like a bit of a change of 
direction. However, just like 
the other birds, Kingfishers 
are amazing predators and 
expert hunters. They are 
also incredibly beautiful and 
fascinating birds.”

As well as hoping that young 
readers find his new book 
exciting and informative, 
Martin would like it to inspire 
them to become more 
creative and inquisitive. 
He said: “Nature, through 
evolution, has solved most 
problems, and now science 
is increasingly turning 
to nature to resolve and 
enhance our technologies. 

“As an ExxonMobil STEM 
ambassador, I visit school 
groups to help inspire 
pupils with creative writing 
and drawing. I combine 
fragments of my books into 
different aspects of these fun 
and interactive presentations 
which, I hope, will encourage 
them to look at things a 
bit differently.”

Naturalist Nick Baker has 
written the foreword for 
Martin’s new book. He 
said: “The story of the River 
King, and the extra special 
insights into fun science and 
ecology brought to you by his 
companion upon the pages 
of this book, bring all that 
amazes us about this splendid 
little bird to life. The pictures, 
like the bird, punch out from 
the paper and the facts are 
delivered in a bright and fun 
way. A perfect introduction 
to an icon of the 
British countryside…”

River King is aimed at primary 
and junior school pupils, 
and is priced at £4.99. This 
publication, along with 
Martin’s other books, Top 
Gun of the Sky, Skydancer 
and Dusk until Dawn, are all 
available to purchase via the 
internet at skyhunterbooks.
co.uk. You can also buy them 
from The Herald office in 
High Street, Hythe.

New book aims to inspire

Come and visit us!

It’s one of the largest employers on the Waterside and most of us know 
someone who works there. But have you ever wondered what goes on 
behind the gates at Fawley?

If you have, we’d love to help you separate the fact from the fiction by 
inviting you to join one of our community tours. Catering for groups and 
individuals, our tours are a great way to find out what goes on at the UK’s 
largest refinery and petrochemical plant. 

You’ll join us for a meet-and-greet with tea and biscuits before a 
welcome presentation from our experienced guide. Then we’ll board our 
bus and take a tour of the Fawley site itself, accompanied by a detailed 
commentary which will help you understand the workings of the plant 
and our total commitment to safety and the environment. 

Tours last approximately two and a half hours from start to drop-off and 
are offered on a first-come, first-served basis. To register your interest, 
email ExxonMobilFawleyPAStaff@exxonmobil.com or call Linda Morris 
on 023 8089 6133. We look forward to welcoming you to Fawley. 

Fawley’s Eddie Henbury has been 
recognised for his work as a STEM 
ambassador at a prestigious awards 
event at the House of Lords.

STEM ambassadors cross all ages and 
backgrounds, representing thousands 
of different employers across the 
UK. Their role is to encourage and 
inspire young people to enjoy the 
STEM subjects of science, technology, 
engineering and maths.

Eddie, a CAT Plant ‘Rover Process 
Leader’, was invited to attend the 
STEM Inspiration Awards 2016 after 
being nominated for the title of STEM 
Ambassador of the Year by the county 
networks he represents. The awards 
recognise the UK’s most dedicated 
and inspirational people motivating 
young people in STEM subjects.

Although he was pipped at the post 
for the Ambassador of the Year 
award, Eddie said he was honoured 
to have been nominated. He said: 
“To have even been put forward in 
the first place was a fantastic feeling. 
There are 30,000 STEM ambassadors 
across the country, all working hard 
to raise awareness of STEM, so it was 
nice to be recognised.” 

Eddie was put forward for the award 

by the Hampshire, Wiltshire, Dorset, 
Swindon and Surrey STEM networks, 
reflecting the vast amount of work 
he carries out across the South of 
England. This saw Eddie present his 
“roadshow” at more than 50 schools 
and colleges during the 2015/16 
school year. He also took part in other 
events such as the Sci-Tech Challenge 
and the Solent Big Bang. 

Alison Jones, Community Affairs 
Manager at ExxonMobil Fawley, 
said: “We are incredibly lucky to have 
Eddie as one of our Fawley STEM 
ambassadors. The fact that he was 
nominated for the STEM Ambassador 
of the Year award after just two years 
in the role shows what an impact he 
has made.” 

Eddie among STEM elite


