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Freedom to play 
A charity which helps young 
carers and vulnerable children 
to enjoy time away from the 
stresses of day-to-day life has 
opened its doors to Community 
Matters. Find out more about 
the inspirational Honeypot 
House on page two.

Fuel for the future 
Last year saw the arrival of a 
new tower at the Fawley site as 
part of a project to allow more 
jet fuel to be sent directly to UK 
airports. Turn to page three to 
find out what’s happened since.

Getting into gear 
The iconic Haynes car manual is 
at the heart of a project which 
will see a group of teenagers 
try to renovate an old Ford 
Fiesta over the coming months. 
Read the full story on 
page three.

Community celebration 
The chairman of New Forest 
District Council was among a 
number of guests who came to 
the Fawley site recently to mark 
the success of the ExxonMobil 
Fawley Day of Caring scheme. 
Read more about the 
celebration on the back page.



Those are the words of Laura Coleman, Regional 
Fundraising Manager for the Honeypot Children’s 
Charity. For 21 years, the charity has been working 
to enhance the lives of young carers and vulnerable 
children aged five to twelve by providing respite 
breaks and on-going outreach support.

Once a year, children are invited to Honeypot 
House, near Exbury, to take a break with other 
children going through similar experiences. 
There, they can enjoy activities that other 
children take for granted, even just riding a bike 
or learning to swim. The house is literally a haven 
for fun, with youngsters given the opportunity 
to return at regular weekend intervals following 
their initial stay.

Laura said: “The children who come to us may be 
caring for a sick or disabled relative at home, or 
they may be vulnerable. This often means they 
don’t have the opportunities other young people 
have. They can’t just go out to play, or have a 
sleepover at a friend’s house. 

“At Honeypot House, they can enjoy the 
freedom to play that is so difficult to find at 
home, and they leave feeling confident, happy, 
relaxed and better able to cope with the 
challenges they face day to day.”

The charity, which opened a second respite 
home in Wales in 2016, is unique in that it offers 
a programme of long-term personalised 
and consistent support. However, the charity 
must raise more than £1m each year to provide 
its services. It does not receive any 
government funding.

ExxonMobil Fawley has been a regular supporter 
of Honeypot House, contributing almost £4,000 
since 2013. Company volunteers have also 
taken part in a Day of Caring event, clearing a 
woodland area to provide the children with extra 
play space.

Laura said: “We are very grateful for all the help 
we get from companies like ExxonMobil, it makes 
a huge difference. To provide a year of support 
for one child costs about £500. In February last 
year, our 4,000th child passed through the doors 
of Honeypot House. This was such a fantastic 
achievement, but one that wouldn’t have been 
possible without our donors.”

Alison Jones, Community Affairs Manager 
at ExxonMobil Fawley, said: “The care and 
support provided by Honeypot House is truly 
inspiring. Enjoying an opportunity to make 
happy memories is something every child should 
have. Thanks to Honeypot House, thousands of 
youngsters have been given a chance to do just 
that. You only have to read what the children 
have said themselves to know what a massive 
difference that makes to their lives.”

You can find out more about the Honeypot 
Children’s Charity by visiting the website at 
honeypot.org.uk. If you would like to discover 
more about fundraising for Honeypot House, or 
would like to make a donation, email 
laura@honeypot.org.uk. The charity would also 
welcome contributions of good-quality toys, 
games or clothes, suitable for boys and girls 
aged between five and twelve.

Did you know?

• Honeypot House can cater for 12 children 
at any one time. Last summer, 144 children 
stayed at the venue over the course of the 
six-week summer holiday. The house also has 
young guests most weekends.

• The house was built in the 1970s and was 
formerly a garden nursery. The Honeypot 
Children’s Charity, which was founded in 1996, 
fully refurbished the house in 1997. The first 
respite break took place the following year.

• Children who visit Honeypot House come 
from as far away as Milton Keynes, with many 
living in the London boroughs. However, 
typically half of the 1,000 children supported 
by Honeypot House live in Hampshire.

The freedom to play Mother Nature at work

Visitors to ExxonMobil Fawley will soon 
be greeted by a colourful wild-flower 
meadow which is starting to take shape 
outside the main entrance to the site.

The meadow will be sown along both 
sides of the main drive which brings 
employees and guests to the Fawley 
Administration Building at Gate 2 in 
Marsh Lane, Fawley. The project is 
being managed by the site’s Grounds 
Maintenance Team and, it is hoped, will 
provide a vibrant and colourful welcome 
to visitors and staff alike. 

Team leader Darren Hackett said: “We 
have identified a number of suitable 
areas either side of the approach road 
which we plan to sow with wild meadow 
seeds. Two types of seed will be sown, 
one which will grow in the spring and 
one which will flower in the summer. 
This will mean there will be colour 
throughout these months.

“The idea behind the meadow is that 
it will not only be an attractive and 
welcoming sight, it will also provide a 
haven for butterflies and insects.”

The Fawley site has a strong commitment 
to the environment, and the meadow 
is another way in which nature is being 
encouraged to flourish. The saltmarsh, 
which borders the edge of the Fawley 
site along Southampton Water, is a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) while 
birds of prey, including peregrine falcons, 
regularly nest and raise young on the 
refinery stacks.

Meanwhile, the green belt which lines the 
roadside edge of the Fawley site, is slowly 
recovering from the storms of 2013. 
These saw more than 450 trees toppled 
in the high winds. About 2,000 new trees 
were planted shortly afterwards and, 
although it will take a long time for the 
belt to recover, the shoots of recovery 
are starting to be seen.

Darren said: “What’s great is that 
Mother Nature is playing her part to 
help us mend the storm damage which 
happened in 2013. A lot of the trees 
and shrubs have re-seeded naturally 
and are now growing nicely. The green 
belt is home to a wide variety of wildlife, 
including deer, foxes, owls, snakes and 
voles. I think that shows that we must be 
doing something right.”

From left to right: Angharad Vaughan, Community Affairs 
Adviser, ExxonMobil Fawley, Clare Holloway, Children’s 
Services Manager, Sue Leppington, Office Administrator 
and Volunteer Coordinator, Bumble, Laura Coleman, 
Regional Fundraising Manager, Viv Carter, Regional 
Community Fundraising Officer, and Alison Jones, 
Community Affairs Manager, ExxonMobil Fawley

“The children who come to us are often 
missing out on a childhood at home, we 
just want to give that back to them if we can.”



Youngsters exploring the possibility of a career in 
vehicle mechanics have been taking part in a special 
training course, supported by ExxonMobil Fawley.

The group of 11 youngsters aged between fourteen and 
seventeen have signed up for the six-month Mechanix 
course, launched in January by the Haynes Group. The 
company is best known for its iconic Haynes manuals, which 
the youngsters are using in their challenge to bring a 1999 
Ford Fiesta Ghia up to MOT standard. 

The students will repair the Fiesta in a working garage at 
Shawfix Autos, Dibden Purlieu, ensuring that they will be 
supervised in a professional environment under real-life 
conditions. They will learn essential car maintenance 
activities, such as changing a wheel, maintaining fluid levels 
in a car, checking lights, replacing spark plugs, checking 
and bleeding the braking system and understanding and 
carrying out practical MOT test procedures.

The project, which is taking place in association with Dibden 
Youth at St Andrew’s Church, also in Dibden Purlieu, is 
the first time that Haynes has taken its popular Mechanix 
course outside of London. ExxonMobil Fawley provided 
support with a contribution of £2,000, as well as giving all 
those taking part a set of overalls and safety boots. Other 
contributions have come from Draper Tools, Beaulieu Motor 
Museum and local Rotary and Lions clubs. 

Totton College, a local vocational centre, has guaranteed 
that all students who complete the Haynes Mechanix 
course can attend an interview for Higher Level mechanics 
courses that will enable students to become 
professional mechanics.

Alison Jones, Community Affairs Manager, ExxonMobil 
Fawley, said: “We are delighted to be able to support the 
Mechanix project. As a company which prides itself on 
giving young people career opportunities through our 
apprenticeship programme, this worthwhile initiative sits 
very nicely with our own goals and values. I am sure all the 
young people taking part will learn valuable new skills which 
will help them in the future. We wish them the best of luck 
and hope they enjoy their time on the project.”

Chris Kidd, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministries at 
Dibden Churches, said: “We are really excited to be hosting 
the Haynes Mechanix Project. As well as giving the youth 
club members a set of highly-sought after Institute of the 
Motor Industry qualifications, it will teach them new skills 
and open up progression opportunities, whether that be in 
further learning or career development.”

Mechanix project gets into gear

Readers of Community Matters 
may remember a story from 
last year which reported on the 
arrival of a massive 200-tonne 
tower to the Fawley site.

The structure, which is equivalent in size 
to an adult blue whale, was transported 
from Belgium across the English Channel 
on a barge to the quayside at Fawley 
Power Station. From there, it travelled 
the short distance to the ExxonMobil 
site on a custom-made rig supported 
by two trailers. The tower was then 
manoeuvred into place and carefully 
lifted into position by two huge cranes, 
one of which was built especially for 
the job. 

The arrival of the tower marked a key 
stage in a project designed to improve 
the separation of petrol and jet fuel 
streams. The tower is a vital component 
in this process, and means the Fawley 
site can increase its production of jet 
fuel. This is sent directly by pipeline to 
UK airports, thereby helping to reduce 
imports from overseas. 

A complex operation to install the tower 
and construct all the associated pipes, 
valves and cabling took place over the 
course of last year, culminating in the 
safe and successful start-up of the 
project at the end of 2016.

Jon Wetmore, Refinery Manager, said: 
“This project to allow us to increase our 
production of jet fuel marks a significant 
investment for the Fawley site. Everyone 
involved should feel rightly proud 
that it was delivered to such a high 
standard and, most importantly, safely. 
“Amazingly, the new hardware was 
started up and tied into Distillation units 
whilst they were running - a global first 
for ExxonMobil. My congratulations go 
to the whole team.”

Right: The tower 
is transported 

from Fawley 
Power Station to 

the Fawley site.

Below: Some of 
the team who 

helped to deliver 
the project.

Fuel for the future

The installation included:

• 350 m3 of concrete foundations

• 150 tonnes of steelwork

• 3,000m (two miles) of piping, 
up to 28” in diameter

• 400 valves

• 4,500m (three miles) of cabling



exxonmobil.co.uk 
twitter.com/exxonmobil_uk

You can now also see Community Matters 
online at fawleyonline.org.uk

If you would like to know more about us or 
have any queries, please ring 023 8089 2511
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For the past 11 years, employees 
from the site have taken a day out 
of their busy work schedules to 
carry out much-needed voluntary 
work across the local area. So far, 
the initiative has given a helping 
hand to 48 different charities, 
schools, and community or 
conservation groups.

Day of Caring 2016 saw about 
80 employees take part in five 
different projects during three 
weeks in October- a record 
number for Fawley in one year. 
These were at St John’s Church, 
Hythe, Marwell Zoo, St Anne’s 
Neighbourhood Centre, Butts 
Ash, Twiggs Lane Pre-school, 
Marchwood, and Minstead 
Training Trust, in the New Forest.

The Day of Caring celebration 
event proved a perfect opportunity 
for volunteers, project beneficiaries 
and local councillors to look back 
on a record-breaking year at 
Fawley. About 60 people attended 
the presentation and lunch, which 
gave those present the chance 
to reflect on the Day of Caring 
projects that were completed last 
year. It was also the perfect way to 
thank all those who volunteered 
their time to carry out vital 
community work. 

Bev Spanswick is the Volunteer 
Co-ordinator at Minstead Training 

Trust, which supports adults 
with learning disabilities to learn 
new skills and help them to lead 
independent lives. Volunteers 
carried out gardening work at the 
centre, including clearing a 60ft 
bed of weeds and dead shrubs. Bev 
said: “To have all these wonderful 
volunteers come to Minstead and 
see them work so hard was an 
absolute joy. Like many others have 
said today, we simply could not have 
done this work by ourselves. We will 
forever be grateful.”

Goff Beck, Chairman of NFDC, 
said: “On behalf of New Forest 
District Council, I commend 
ExxonMobil at Fawley on taking 
the initiative to support local 
organisations and communities in 
the manner that we heard today.”

Jon Wetmore, Fawley Refinery 
Manager, said Day of Caring was 
an important part of the calendar 
and would remain so. He added: 
“Day of Caring is a great way to 
make a positive difference to the 
community and to provide some 
much-needed help to some very 
worthwhile causes.”

This year’s Day of Caring projects 
will once again take place in 
October. If you think you know 
of a worthy cause which could 
benefit from some help, email 
linda.morris@exxonmobil.com. 

Community celebration

Day of Caring volunteers from ExxonMobil at Fawley with representatives from the five projects, 
Refinery Manager Jon Wetmore and Goff Beck, chairman of New Forest District Council. 

The chairman of New Forest District Council 
joined fellow councillors and representatives from 
charities and community groups to celebrate an 
annual volunteer event run by ExxonMobil Fawley.Hampshire Constabulary is appealing 

for volunteers to help run a 
Community SPEEDWATCH scheme 
which is coming to Fawley.

SPEEDWATCH is managed by the police and local Neighbourhood 
Policing Team, but is run by volunteers. They use special equipment 
to monitor the speed of passing traffic and record the details. This 
information is then added to a database, with vehicle checks carried 
out by the police when appropriate. Letters will then be sent to the 
registered keepers advising them of the speed at which they were 
found to be travelling and reminding them of why speeding is a 
community concern.

The scheme can only take place in 20mph, 30mph and some 40mph 
limits or zones, and is about education rather than enforcement.

PCSO Laura Willshire, from the New Forest 
East Neighbourhood Policing Team, who covers 
Blackfield, Fawley and Langley, said: “When we 
talk to members of the local community about 
issues which concern them, speeding is often 
high on the list. The SPEEDWATCH scheme 
is one way we can all work together to raise 
awareness of the problem, but we do need 
volunteers to help us make it a success.”

The Community SPEEDWATCH scheme, which is initially being rolled 
out in Fawley, is being coordinated by Fawley Parish Council, while 
ExxonMobil at Fawley has purchased the equipment. It is hoped that 
the scheme could also be extended to other parts of the Waterside in 
the future.

Steve Postlethwaite, Clerk to Fawley Parish Council, said: “As a 
council we are very keen to support this initiative and work with the 
community in areas of the parish where our residents are concerned 
about speeding vehicles.”

Anyone interested in finding out more about becoming a Community 
SPEEDWATCH volunteer should contact PCSO Willshire. You can 
email her at laura.willshire@hampshire.pnn.police.uk 
or call 07901 102354.

Wanted: SPEEDWATCH 
volunteers


