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Community matters

Poppy sculpture
ExxonMobil has helped to fund a special project
involving children from Netley Junior and Kimpton
Primary schools. The aim was to produce a
thought-provoking sculpture of poppy flowers.
The sculpture is made from galvanised mild steel and
was designed and fabricated by a local blacksmith
designer, Colin Phillips.
A previous project at Kimpton Primary, which has a high
proportion of children with parents in the armed forces,
last year produced artwork for the 150 th anniversary
of the first patient arriving at Royal Victoria Military
Hospital. The village of Netley grew up as a result of the
hospital and many local people either knew someone
who was a patient or who worked there. Many of the
local children have parents who played in the grounds
of the derelict hospital.

A shared experience
For the new project, there were a number of
workshops, each involving a mixture of local and forces
children. They looked at key words, shared experiences
and created poetry. Of special interest was the war

poetry of Wilfred Owen, who suffered shell shock and
was a patient at the military hospital. The workshops
provided a great way of integrating the pupils from
Netley and Kimpton Primary school, with the local
British Legion bridging the generation gap.
The poppy artwork was unveiled at a Poppy Day event
on Sunday 27th July and brought together the families
from the two communities in a friendly and informal
environment where they could share their experiences.
The sculpture is now based at the front of the chapel
and provides a focal point for quiet reflection. The
project was funded by Armed Forces Covenant funding,
Hampshire Commemorates, Friends of Royal Victoria
Country Park, and Coopervision, along with a donation
of £1,000 from ExxonMobil at Fawley.

From left to right: Colin Phillips,
Alison Jones (Community
Affairs Manager), Cllr Colin
Davidovitz (Chair of Hampshire
County Council), & Michele
Meek (Heritage & Community
Engagement Officer).
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Taking flight
The Fawley site can seem a hostile place for wildlife.
However, it actually acts as a secure haven for
creatures of all kinds, sheltering them from the outside
world. We have two Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI’s); Hardley Mire and the salt marshes on the
foreshore. We also have a huge reservoir; over 150
visiting bird species; an abundance of roe deer and
foxes; a huge gull breeding colony on our central
maintenance building roof; and a large heronry.
At Fawley, we also have the fastest living bird known
to man - the peregrine falcon. This nearly became
extinct in the UK but is now becoming increasingly
common thanks to the intervention of conservationists.
Peregrines can now be seen via webcams all over the
UK, including the Chichester Cathedral webcam.
Process Technician Martin Bradley has a special interest
in the falcons. He reports: “The peregrines use the site
as a ‘fast food’ destination, regularly culling the local
pigeon, wader and sea gull populations. In May last year,
I discovered a pair nesting on the site, on a sulphur stack.
However, only one youngster from the brood survived.

A helping hand
“I therefore contacted Keith Betton from the Hampshire
Ornithological Society, and The Hawk Conservancy

Trust. With their knowledge, the support of the Fawley
site and the expertise of the Delta rope access team,
we mounted a nest box (the size of a large dog kennel)
on a stack 380 feet high. The falcons took up residence
immediately and chose this as their nest site.
“During the summer, along with an ever-increasing
number of interested onlookers, I witnessed both
parents terrorising the local bird population in order to
feed their hungry brood. On 22nd June, three young
falcons fledged. This is a significant success story in a
year in which a large number of Hampshire fledglings
haven’t survived”.
Martin said: “We are considering mounting a camera
linked to a website. If this goes ahead we would like to
encourage local school children to become involved.”
Martin added: “ ‘Top Gun Of The Sky’ (life through the
eyes of the peregrine falcon) can be purchased online
at Ceratopia books and Amazon, or at the Herald in
Hythe for £4.99. Proceeds go to the Hawk Conservancy
Trust in Andover to help Raptor Conservation efforts
worldwide. My aim is to have this book in every UK
primary school, so please buy a copy and
perhaps donate it to your local school. Thanks to
ExxonMobil at Fawley for their support with the
production of the book”.

Help for Heroes
During the last few months of the demolition of the refinery’s old
steam cracker, SC2, last year, a ‘Finish the job safely’ safety scheme
was introduced. For each week of safe working, £100 was put
into a fund to build up into a donation to ‘Help for Heroes’.
This charitable organisation was formed to provide
help for members of the armed forces who have been
wounded in recent conflicts. Help for Heroes is strongly
supported by the workforce.
The safety scheme was highly successful, as the work
was completed with no injuries at all. This resulted in
£2,000 being raised for this charity.
Project Manager, Rob Tarbard, says: “Work on SC2 was
stopped for several months due to financial problems
in the previous demolition company. However, when
the work resumed in July, we were able to present the
cheque to Neil Bowen, a representative from
the charity.”

As the last remnants of the steam cracker were
removed safely in August, a further donation of £1,000
will soon be made to Help for Heroes.

Tanked up

Earlier this year, work started on the construction of a new Butyl
Polymers hexane storage tank at the refinery. The new tank
was fabricated on Block 39, outside the tank bund area,
by specialists from Motherwell Bridge supported by DSL
and Bilfinger, with Trant preparing the base inside the bund.
In July, the new tank was lifted from its build position by a 1,000 tonne
Ainscough crawler crane, and placed in its final position on the special
membrane base inside the tank bund. Over the next few months, the
project will be completed by installing an inner lining, and finishing the
Thermally Sprayed Aluminium (TSA) coating and then the insulation.
It should be commissioned by the end of the year.
A particular highlight of this project has been the
flawless personal safety performance throughout.

A catalyst for change
Propylene is one of the highest value streams produced
on the refinery. It’s produced in the CAT reactor and
recovered in the Absorber Tower. The latter separates
the valuable liquid petroleum gas (LPG) molecules
(propene and butene) from the less valuable fuel gases
(methane and ethane), which are burnt in furnaces.
In the summer, the sea and ambient air temperatures
rise, which limits the cooling to the fin fan and salt
water coolers on the absorber. Consequently, some
valuable LPG molecules slip into the fuel gas line and
are burnt - so improving the cooling to this tower has
become a priority. During the summer, chillers are
hired to chill the salt water to winter temperatures. In
recent years, the system has been re-designed, bringing

large improvements in cooling. However, one area that
still needed attention was the reliability of the diesel
generators used to power the chillers.

Scrapheap challenge
Cat Engineer Rory Blyth realised that the unreliable
generators could be eliminated by hard-wiring the
chillers directly into a local substation. All that was
required was a set of transformers, circuit breakers and
cabling. Two members of the Electrical Group realised
that some suitable transformers were about to be
scrapped. These were salvaged, producing an immediate
cost saving of some £50,000. Spare cubicles in the
substation meant that the length of cable required could
be minimised, again saving cost.
The Execution team had just three months to plan, buy
and install the remaining hardware. The team safely
delivered the project a week before the chillers arrived!
This was an outstanding feat, as projects can take an
average of 12 to 18 months to complete. The project has
so far delivered the reliable operation expected. Another
benefit from dispensing with the diesel generators has
been a saving of hundreds of thousands of litres of diesel
each year (and the associated CO2 emissions), combined
with the hire cost savings. Overall, the project paid for
itself in just two months!

Come visit us!
If you live in the Community matters distribution
area and would like to learn more about the history
of the refinery or find out more about what we do,
then come along to one of our community tours.

the coach during the tour). All tours take place on
weekdays, between 1.30pm and 4.00pm.

Each visit starts with an introductory talk about the
refinery in which Dave Dando, a former head of the
Environment Group at Fawley, will talk about how
the refinery works and answers your questions.

If you would like to join one, email
henry.n.thomas@exxonmobil.com
or send the application form below to:
Henry Thomas, Community Affairs, MP16,
Esso Refinery, Fawley,
Southampton, SO45 1TX

The talk is followed by a coach tour of the site
(please note that visitors are not permitted to leave

We will then post an application form to you.
Individuals and groups are welcome!

Full name
Address
							Postcode
Telephone						Email
Objective in visiting Fawley Refinery
Does anyone in your party have mobility problems?
Do you have a passport or photographic driving license?		
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Yes

No

Security searches may be conducted, therefore it is recommended that visitors do not
bring bags on the tour with them. Only person(s) named on the letter of confirmation
will be able to attend the tour. Photographic ID will need to be produced in order to
gain entry into the site.

