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Community matters

A precious gift

A baby with congenital cataracts
being examined by Clinical
Opthalmologist, Jay Self

One of the charities that has been regularly supported by
ExxonMobil at Fawley for the past seven years is the Gift of Sight
Appeal. Based at Southampton General Hospital, the Gift of Sight
eye research centre funds world class research into the prevention
and treatment of blindness.
Since 2008, the Fawley site has been sponsoring the Gift
of Sight newsletters and has covered the printing costs.
This helps to ensure that any donations can go directly
towards the Appeal’s critical vision research projects.
The research is headed by Professor Andrew Lotery.
Some of his team are clinical and see patients in the
Southampton Eye Unit, whereas others are academic

scientists. Andrew also leads a team of specialist nurses
who organise and run clinical trials with patients in the
hospital’s Eye Unit. They are given the opportunity to
receive the latest treatments.
The Vision Science team works collaboratively with
other Faculties and Departments within Southampton
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University and also collaborates with other Institutions
who carry out research. Professor Lotery comments:
“Gift of Sight is making a real difference to saving patients’
sight, both in Wessex and beyond. ExxonMobil’s support
has been invaluable to the charity. It means that the
Company is helping us to save people’s sight - which is
what it’s all about.”
Supporting the Appeal
The Appeal relies on support from organisations and
members of the public. Ailsa Walter, the Appeal’s
Fundraising Manager, explains: “We greatly appreciate
support from people who organise fundraising events and

we’re always happy to join in if we’re available.
Other people give regularly through Direct Debits
and some make provisions for the appeal by leaving
a legacy in their wills.”
“We’re delighted and proud to be involved with the Gift
of Sight Appeal,” says Dr Roger McKechnie, ExxonMobil’s
UK Occupational Health Manager. “It’s a locally-based
charity that does tremendous and pioneering work both in
this area and further afield.”
For more information on Gift of Sight,
please visit www.giftofsight.org.uk

A real challenge:
the Eurovision Song Contest!
Local hero
Jack Francis, a student from Noadswood School in
Dibden Purlieu, was a member of the winning team.
They won on the basis of their team spirit, excellent
presentation skills and their outstanding innovative
idea – a ‘magic carpet’ concept for viewing the show
while simultaneously generating energy.

In recent years, Junior Achievement-Young Enterprise
(JA-YE) Europe and ExxonMobil have been working
together to inspire young people to pursue studies and
careers in science, technology, engineering and maths
(STEM). This is mainly achieved through the annual
‘Sci-Tech Challenge’.
In April this year, a group of over 50 students from
nine European countries came together in Bucharest,
Romania, to take part in the Sixth Annual European
Sci-Tech Challenge. The participants had qualified
by winning the national Sci-Tech Challenges in their
respective countries. This year, the teams of students
faced an unusual challenge – they were given 24 hours
to find an innovative way of minimising the carbon
footprint of the 2015 Eurovision Song Contest!

Jack says: “It was really challenging to work with
people from different countries, especially as they were
strangers and some of them had also come from very
different cultures. It was also a great challenge to find
the right idea, because we had so many great ones!
Someone suggested making the project social and
someone else suggested targeting the traffic - so we
decided to combine these ideas.”
Since 2010, the Sci-Tech Challenge has involved more
than 1,500 volunteers from ExxonMobil and has
engaged over 45,000 students in Europe. ExxonMobil
Fawley’s Community Affairs Adviser, Angharad
Vaughan, comments: “In ExxonMobil, we believe that
the key to solving the world’s energy challenges lies in
technology and innovation. STEM skills, innovation and
creativity are abilities that students have to use to solve
the Challenge. Our congratulations to those involved
– we were particularly delighted that a member of the
winning team came from Noadswood.”
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Mike’s
marathon effort
for Oakhaven
(l to r): Dan Stocks, Tom Orman, Rudo Wormgoor, Rob Shanahan, Lefty Santos, Collin Latter,
Mark Sellwood, Phil Jones, Brian Phillips, Paul Renyard, Danny Walsh, Tim Allen, Ian Game,
Scott McNeil, Stuart Collins.(Not in picture: Sid Ellis, Mark Gallacher, Rachel Perry)

MEV team
re-launch
The Fawley site’s Maintenance
Efficiency Venture (MEV) Team, which
has had some notable successes
over the years, is being re-launched
this year. In the past, the team has
delivered some impressive maintenance
efficiency savings across the site.
It is now being re-launched in order to address three key areas:
• MEV ideas: increasing the volume of new ideas being
reviewed by the team
• MEV usage / awareness: increasing publicity to raise
awareness of MEV
• MEV reporting: ensuring that the savings made by the
MEV team are reported to the team contact
Phil Jones, Fawley Site Maintenance Analyst, explains: “We need to
become recognised once more as a leader in all three of these areas.
We’ve achieved a world-class performance in previous years, so we
want to get Fawley back on the map!”
Items on which the team has been focusing recently include a new
Bristle Blaster to be used for surface preparation; the increased use of
iPads for rigging and inspection activities; and a cold-work method of
connecting weld neck flanges to pipes in the field.

ExxonMobil at Fawley is just one of the many sponsors that
have been supporting Mike Denny, Head of Fundraising
and Communication at Oakhaven Hospice, Lymington.
Mike raised over £30,000 of sponsorship when he decided
to walk the South West Coast Path from Minehead in
Somerset back to Lymington. Unfortunately, the walk didn’t
quite go according to plan.
After three days and 70 miles of walking, Mike was involved
in a serious accident which left him severely concussed. He
needed several weeks of rehabilitation but thankfully he
recovered and has now been able to complete the walk.
He was able to walk a further 200 miles in September along
the Devon and Dorset leg and just a few weeks ago he set
out to ‘join up the two ends’. After some challenging days,
including a couple when the weather was really bad, he
finally arrived at Land’s End (where the two ends joined)
at the end of May. “It was great to complete it,” he laughs.
“Initially, it was a bit of an anti-climax but it’s now sinking in
that I’ve done the walk - and in a total of just 35 days.”
“I’d like to thank ExxonMobil and all my sponsors for sticking
with me,” he continues. “It was a huge disappointment last
year, and the days after the accident were very difficult.
However, everyone has been very kind and supportive and
full of encouragement for me to finish. That really spurred
me on, and the hospice is now £30,000 better off as
a result!”

Fawley author takes
part in the New Forest Show
This year’s New Forest & Hampshire County Show will be held in Brockenhurst
on 28th to 30th July. ExxonMobil at Fawley will once again be supporting the
Show’s Discovery Zone - and one of our own Process Technicians,
Martin Bradley, will be exhibiting.
Martin is the author and illustrator of three wildlife
books: ‘Top Gun of the Sky’, ‘Dusk until Dawn’ and
‘Skydancer’ – a new book about the plight of the UK’s
rarest breeding bird of prey, the hen harrier. Skydancer
has a foreword written by naturalist Iolo Williams,
presenter of BBC’s Springwatch programme.
Martin will be manning a ‘Meet the Author’ stand in
the show’s Discovery Zone, which is sponsored by
ExxonMobil. There will be both artwork and books on
display, as well as an interactive pop-up. Martin said
“I’m looking forward to it – I’m really keen on making
this a hands-on activity for 5-11 year olds.”
Denis Dooley, Show Secretary, stated: “The education
of young people is extremely important to both
ExxonMobil and the New Forest & Hampshire County
Show. By working together, we can help to teach
schoolchildren about the value of the countryside and
about sustainability, maths, science and engineering.”

Horses galore and much, much more
This year, the main attraction in the Show’s ring will
be an exciting musical ride by the Household Cavalry
Mounted Regiment. Other attractions will include the
Ringwood Brewery Heavy Horse Musical Drive and the
Old Time Farming Tractor Tug-of War competition.
The Show is a family affair; adults will have plenty of
opportunity for retail therapy at the 600 trade stands,
while children and youngsters can gain valuable
experiences of the countryside’s way of life. There’s a
varied programme of events in different parts of the
Show – such as the Countryside Area, the Discovery
Zone, the Local Food & Farming Area, the Heart of the
Forest and the Forest Fun Factory.
As an added incentive to attend, this year,
visitors can buy e-tickets at a reduced rate from
www.newforestshow.co.uk

Come visit us!
If you are interested in joining a community tour, please contact the Community Affairs
team at ExxonMobilFawleyPAStaff@exxonmobil.com or on 02380892511

