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This was the 10th year running that the Fawley site has 
staged Day of Caring, which has so far given a helping 
hand to 43 different charities, schools, community or 
conservation groups.

The aim of the event is to provide skilled expertise and 
manpower to help carry out a task or project which 
would otherwise be difficult or impossible to achieve. 
This year, four projects were selected to receive help. 

The first was at All Saint’s Church, Fawley, where the 
badly-overgrown churchyard needed a good tidy up. 
Then it was on to Marwell Zoo where 4,500 presents 
awaited wrapping in time for the charity’s Christmas 
grotto. Next on the list for assistance was the Horrill 

Adult Day Care Centre, Dibden, where a much-needed 
garden makeover was required. Finally, the Fawley 
volunteers made their way to Studland Common, near 
Milford on Sea, to carry out vital conservation work at 
the nature reserve.

Jon Wetmore, Refinery Manager at Fawley, said the 
Day of Caring event was always an important part of 
the site’s calendar. “It definitely brings out the best in 
people,” he said. “It is great that we are able to give 
something back to the community in this way.”

Turn to page two to find out more about this year’s 
Day of Caring projects.

Making a difference was the aim for almost 70 staff 
from ExxonMobil at Fawley who took a day out of their busy 
work schedules to team up for the annual Day of Caring event.
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Above: Day of Caring volunteers 
from ExxonMobil at Fawley with 

staff and users of the Horrill Adult 
Day Care Centre.



Strimmers, spades and forks were 
put to good use at All Saints’ 
Church when volunteers kicked off 
the first Day or Caring project with 
the mammoth task of clearing the 
badly overgrown churchyard.

At the start of the day, many of 
the graves were impossible to see, 
due to the amount of grass which 
had grown over them. But, thanks 
to some incredible hard work and 
determination, a huge section 
of the churchyard was totally 
transformed come the end 
of the project.

The efforts of the volunteers were 
doubly appreciated by church 
members as they paved the way 
for TV celebrity gardener Charlie 
Dimmock to come to All Saints’ 
to supervise the planting of 3,500 
bulbs ready for next spring.

The Reverend Canon Stuart Holt, 
vicar at All Saints’, told the Fawley 
site volunteers: “What you have 
done today is amazing. It is a 
million times better than it was 
before you arrived. You have 
made such a difference.”

It was definitely a case of all 
present and correct at the second 
Day of Caring event at Marwell 
Zoo where 4,500 gifts awaited 
wrapping in time for the charity’s 
Christmas grotto fundraiser.

The annual festive event is one 
of the wildlife park’s biggest 
attractions and means that 
all profits can be ploughed 
straight back into its vast array 
of conservation and education 
programmes.

Making sure there would not be 

any disappointed young visitors 
to Santa’s grotto were a band of 
willing helpers from the Fawley 
site who dressed in Christmas 
jumpers and hats in the spirit of 
the event.

They were thanked for their 
efforts by Marwell’s Commercial 
Director Sean Mannie who said: 
“We are extremely grateful for all 
your help. Without it, wrapping 
these presents for what is one of 
our most important fundraising 
events of the year would be an 
almost impossible task.”

All Saints’ Church, Fawley

 Marwell Zoo, Colden Common

 Horrill Adult Day Care Centre, Dibden  Studland Common, Milford on Sea

Smiles of gratitude were the perfect reward for 
a day of hard graft at the Horrill Adult Day Care 
Centre where a garden makeover was the mission.

The centre is run by Age Concern Hampshire and 
provides vital services for older people who are 
limited by physical or mental frailty. Although the 
facility has a big garden, it had become untidy and 
the ageing wooden furniture was in desperate 
need of some tender loving care.

After a day of sanding and painting, the furniture 
took on a new lease of life, while the grubby 
patio received a jet wash and the garden 
borders were cleared of weeds and brambles.

Lisa Parkes, manager of the centre, was 
delighted with the final results. She said: 
“We are so grateful for everything the team 
has done. We have a lovely big garden but it 
was looking really sorry for itself. Now we 
have somewhere everyone can enjoy.”

Restoring the natural flora and fauna to a New Forest nature reserve 
proved to be an informative project for the final set of Fawley 
volunteers who took part in this year’s Day of Caring events.

As well as clearing secondary woodland and invasive scrub that is 
impacting on the species-rich grassland at Studland Common, the 
project brief also included work to rebuild a public footpath.

The work was carried out in partnership with the New Forest 
National Park Authority and Milford Conservation Volunteers who 
were able to give lots of information about the native woodland flora 
and unique wildlife habitats of the site.

Helen O’Brien, Corporate Partnerships Officer for the New Forest 
National Park Authority, said: “We are very grateful to the team from 
ExxonMobil for giving up their time to restore footpaths and remove 
invasive scrub at Studland Common. The team’s work will help make 
the site much better for wildlife and the local community and clear 
the way for our native woodland flora.”



Making our own history is something that 
none of us can avoid, it starts from the day 
we are born. Yet for many people, that 
history dies with us. Often, it also means 
that the wider history of that person is lost 
too. That could include vital information 
about the schools where they were taught, 
the teachers who taught them, the places 
where they worked and lived and the 
places where they relaxed.

Fortunately, the Waterside has a 
dedicated band of enthusiasts whose aim 
is to preserve that history, but they need 
your help. Graham Parkes, chairman of 
Waterside Heritage, explained: “I do what 
I do because I love local history and I find 
it absolutely fascinating. But we do need 
help from the local community to carry on 
our work.”

The group is a charity and so relies heavily 
on grants and donations from external 
sources, like ExxonMobil at Fawley. The 
site has close ties with Waterside Heritage 
and has recently opened up its archives of 
photographs and written records going 
back almost 100 years so that they can be 
preserved for many years to come.

As these fascinating pictures show, life at 
the Fawley site was very different in the 
early 1900s. Flat caps and hobnail boots 
were the order of the day and there was 
no real safety equipment to be seen, 
unlike today.

Graham said: “It’s so important to keep a 
record of what has happened at Fawley 
over the years. The photographs and 
documents going back all that time are 
a fascinating window into the life of the 
refinery, the people who worked there 
and how it has integrated into the local 
community. I’m sure there are lots of 
people in the Waterside area who had 
parents or even grandparents who worked 
at Fawley. We would love to hear their 
memories and anecdotes and see any 
pictures they may still have.”

Graham would also be delighted to 
welcome new members to Waterside 
Heritage. The group’s HQ is based in the 
former Hythe Railway Station in Dominy 
Close, off Shore Road, Hythe, and is 
open from 10.15am to 1pm on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays. Pop in for a chat 
or give Graham a call on 02380 844074.

 Nuturing 
 nature
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Workforce with atmospheric 
tower (1938); 
The boys from AGWI (1927); 
Laboratory (1921); 
Asphalt, filling barrels (1927); 
Cooperage staff (1927); 
AGWI football club (1923).

 Preserving our heritage

We all create one - like it or not - and we all leave 
one behind. Sometimes we record it, sometimes we 
forget it, but rarely do we treasure it.

A local nature club is finding more ways to 
nurture its commitment to the environment with 
a little help from ExxonMobil at Fawley.

Calshot Nature Club provides after-school 
outdoor activities for local families with 
opportunities for children and adults to 
learn together about the New Forest and its 
surroundings in a fun, active way. 

Now in its fifth year, the club is continuing to 
develop and is now able to offer some exciting 
activities, as leader Vivien Drake explained: 
“ExxonMobil’s grant has really opened our 
doors,” she said.

“There is a limit to what we can do on site at 
St George’s Hall and nearby but, thanks to this 
donation we have been able to offer some really 
exciting visits further afield.”

Activities this year have included an evening walk 
through Exbury Gardens, a visit to the Out of 
Town Centre, near Beaulieu, marine scavenging 
at Calshot Activity Centre and a Beaulieu River 
boat trip.

Vivien added: “This term, we are going to 
Patrick’s Patch in Beaulieu and Pond Head 
Inclosure near Lyndhurst to look at how charcoal 
is made. The grant enables us to offer all these 
activities at a very low cost to families and is 
invaluable to the success of our club.”

You can find out more details about Calshot 
Nature Club on its Facebook page.



 Come and visit us! If you have, we’d love to help you separate 
the fact from the fiction by inviting you to 
join one of our community tours. 
Catering for groups and individuals, our 
tours are a great way to find out what 
goes on at the UK’s largest refinery and 
petrochemical plant. 

You’ll join us for a meet-and-greet 
with tea and biscuits before a welcome 
presentation from our experienced guide. 
Then we’ll board our bus and take a tour 
of the Fawley site itself, accompanied by a 

detailed commentary which will help you 
understand the workings of the plant and 
our total commitment to safety and 
the environment. 

Tours last approximately three 
hours from start to drop-off and are 
offered on a first-come, first-served 
basis. To register your interest, email 
ExxonMobilFawleyPAStaff@exxonmobil.
com or call Linda Morris on 02380 896133. 

We look forward to welcoming 
you to Fawley. 

It’s one of the largest employers on 
the Waterside and most of us know 
someone who works there. But 
have you ever wondered what goes 
on behind the gates at Fawley?
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Science bears fruit at Orchard

 Pumpkin Patch

Inspiring the engineers and scientists of the 
future is more likely to prove fruitful 
at a Waterside school after an 
action-packed visit.

Dozens of youngsters from Orchard 
Junior School, Dibden Purlieu, listened 
attentively as Eddie Henbury, who works 
at ExxonMobil at Fawley, gave them a lively 
presentation packed with interesting facts 
and experiments. The all-day visit came as 
part of Eddie’s role as a STEM ambassador. 
STEM is a national initiative which 
encourages pupils to engage in science, 
technology, engineering and maths.

During his presentation, Eddie outlined the 
basic process behind turning crude oil into 
other commodities like petrol and plastic 
and also touched on why it is important 
to recycle items and how this can help 
preserve the future of the planet.

The pupils asked - and answered - lots of 
questions but Eddie’s demonstrations, 
which included firing a ‘rocket’ and crushing 
a can with atmospheric pressure, had them 

completely transfixed. Eddie said: “The 
experiments are always the part which the 
children love most. Anything which makes 
a bang or produces a flame always goes 
down well!”

The aim of the STEM initiative is to inspire 
youngsters to look at subjects like science 
and engineering in a new light and to one 
day perhaps consider taking a related 
career path. Jo Fenton, science leader at 
Orchard and recent winner of the Primary 
Science Teacher of the Year award, said it 
was important to give pupils a fun incentive 
to learn.

“The children are enthused by someone like 
Eddie and the presentation he delivers, it 
really does capture their attention and their 
imagination,” she said.

“Hopefully, we have boys and girls here 
who will go on to become the scientists and 
engineers of the future thanks to people 
like Eddie and like-minded teachers. This is 
where it all starts.”

Pumpkins of all shapes and sizes were on show as 
a popular annual event turned a country park into a 
sea of orange. The extravaganza, which raises funds 
for the Jubilee Sailing Trust charity, took place at the 
Royal Victoria Country Park, Netley Abbey, and was 
once again supported by ExxonMobil at Fawley. 

One of the highlights of the festival is the 
competition to grow the heaviest pumpkin. This 
year’s contest was won by twins Ian and Stuart 
Paton from Lymington whose monster entry 
weighed in at a colossal 1,861.20lb. 

As well as attracting pumpkin growers from as far 
away as Wales, the event also featured a scarecrow 
avenue, music, dancing and stalls. Judith Cordery, 
one of the volunteer organisers of the festival, said 
it looked as though this year would produce record 
funds for the Jubilee Sailing Trust. And she thanked 
ExxonMobil at Fawley for once again supporting 
the event.

“As always, we couldn’t have done it without your 
help,” she said. “The initial sponsorship you give 
enables us to lay the foundations for the activities 
of the event and to provide an interest for everyone 
who attends.”

Next year’s showpiece will take place at the same 
venue on October 8.


