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Community matters

War-time role revealed

Above: Dogs being trained
at Lyndhurst to deliver
messages in the trenches.
Credit: TopFoto.co.uk

Fascinating stories about the role the New Forest played in World War One
are revealed in a new exhibition which is supported by ExxonMobil Fawley.
Little survives today of the industries, camps, hospitals and
training areas which took over the Forest during
the Great War of 1914 to 1918 and the impact it had on
local residents.
Working with local history groups, archaeologists at
the New Forest Park Authority have gathered photos,

documents and personal accounts of how the Forest was
transformed as it played a vital role in the war effort. They
are available to view in a new exhibition at the New Forest
Centre, Lyndhurst, from now until May 1. The exhibition
panels will then tour other New Forest venues during 2016.
Continued on page two
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Fascinating insight
Continued from page one
The latest bid to highlight the role the Forest played in World
War One builds on the successful World War Two project run
by the NFNPA and which was also supported by ExxonMobil
Fawley and Heritage Lottery Fund.
Project officer Gareth Owen said: “With the start of the
war in 1914, thousands of British troops were recalled and
recruited from across the Empire and locations were needed
to accommodate them across the south coast near to the
ports of Portsmouth and Southampton, so many ended up in
the Forest.
“There are stories of columns of marching soldiers heading off
from camps in Lyndhurst to Southampton docks where they
boarded ships to go off to war. There are also reports of over
21,000 troops from India and New Zealand convalescing in
make-shift hospitals at Brockenhurst; the Royal Flying Corps
stationed at East Boldre and even a training school for dogs
who carried vital messages in battle.”

Alison Jones, Community Affairs
Manager at ExxonMobil Fawley,
said: “As a major employer in the
New Forest area, we are committed
to investing in community projects
and initiatives in the region. We’re
delighted that we can support this
First World War project to help
highlight the New Forest’s significant
role a century ago and would like to
thank all the community groups who
have contributed to the exhibition and
online archive.”
As well as visiting the exhibition at
the New Forest Centre, you can also
view the archive material online at
newforestheritage.org.

Clockwise from top left: ; Lyndhurst Camp c 1914 (photo courtesy
of Angela Trend); The exhibition is officially opened at the New
Forest Centre, Lyndhurst (photo courtesy of Chris Balcombe
Photography); Some of the fascinating exhibits on display (photo
courtesy of Chris Balcombe Photography).

Sporting success

Two of Hampshire’s top disabled
sportsmen have been honoured
at a prestigious awards ceremony.
Liam Hall won the Eastleigh Sports Awards title of
Junior Disability Sportsperson of the Year while
David Smith was voted Senior Disability Sportsperson
of the Year. Both awards were sponsored by
ExxonMobil Fawley.
The awards ceremony took place at the Ageas Bowl
Hilton hotel and offered a great opportunity to
celebrate some of the borough’s most successful
coaches, athletes, volunteers, teams, and clubs and to
recognise their great sporting achievements.
The Eastleigh Sport and Physical Activity Alliance
(SPAA) organised the event, which was officially
opened by former Southampton FC star Francis Benali,
an official ambassador of the SPAA. Kevan James,
ex Hampshire cricketer and now BBC Radio Solent
presenter, compered the evening. Guests were also
treated to inspirational interviews with Olympic and
Paralympic local legends Kelly Simm, Peter Hull and
Daisy Robinson.

Angharad Vaughan
presents the Junior
Disability Sportsperson
of the Year award to
Liam Hall.
Peter Hull collects
the Senior Disability
Sportsperson of the
Year award on behalf of
David Smith.

Liam Hall won his award for the second year running for his commitment and progress
to the sport of Goalball, a team sport designed specifically for blind and visually
impaired athletes. Liam recently represented Great Britain in youth tournaments in
Denmark and Birmingham.
David Smith is a world champion in Boccia, which made its Paralympic debut in 1984
and is similar to boules. Athletes have an impairment which affects all four of their
limbs. David ended 2015 ranked second in the world and Great Britain’s number one.
The International Paralympic Committee have named him as one of only eight athletes
to watch out for at Rio later this year. Unfortunately, David was unable to make the
ceremony and his award was collected on his behalf by Peter Hull MBE.
Angharad Vaughan, Community Affairs Adviser at ExxonMobil Fawley, said: “It was a
privilege to present the awards and to meet some of the other deserving winners who
are so clearly dedicated to their particular sports. Both Liam and David have achieved
major personal success to get where they are and we would like to wish them every
success for the future.”

Field engineer John Watts (left) with project planner Steve Slipper.

The right measure
Every year, ExxonMobil Fawley generates
and uses a huge amount of electricity.
What is used is bought from the grid and,
likewise, any excess electricity is sold back
to the same source.

High hopes for
peregrines

Last year, the site generated enough excess electricity
to satisfy Gibraltar’s annual requirements for the next
three years. It was also enough to boil 2,580,000,000
average-sized kettles.

There has been some exciting news at Fawley in recent
weeks with the return of a pair of peregrine falcons to the
site for the fourth consecutive year.

Managing this massive demand and usage means it’s
important to know at the touch of a button exactly how
much energy the site has coming in and potentially how
much it has to go out. However, at the moment it is only
possible to regularly monitor the total amount of energy
that is generated, not what is used.

The birds of prey are no strangers to Fawley and have often
raised young on nesting sites high up on some of the site’s
stacks. Their regular appearances provided the inspiration
for Martin Bradley, a Process Technician at Fawley, to write
a series of children’s books about the winged predators and
he now keeps a keen eye on their comings and goings.
In 2013, Martin was instrumental in having a special
nesting box installed 300ft above ground on one of the
site’s stacks. The aim was to give the peregrine fledglings
a better chance of gaining the necessary strength to take
their maiden flight and proved a resounding success the
following year when three youngsters successfully spread
their wings for the first time.
Martin said: “The good news is that it looks like our
peregrines have chosen to return to the nest box site.
I’ve recently observed them displaying
courtship behaviour, so fingers crossed
we have some good news to share in
late spring. They have returned very
early this year but that is probably due
to the mild weather we have had.”
Peregrine falcons are increasing in
numbers across the UK, thanks to
conservation projects like the one at
Fawley, but they are still a rare sight.
Martin said: “Hampshire suffered a
number of disappointing failures in
2015 so our contribution is
extremely valuable and of interest
to both conservationists and
ornithological groups.
“The fact our falcons are returning year
after year is a good indication that we
are doing the right things across the
site to continue to attract them.”

Now, thanks to a new project, that is all set to change. New
equipment has been installed across the site which will
make it possible to record how much electricity is being
used at a given time, 24 hours a day, as well as the amount
of electricity being generated.
Above: A young
peregrine takes a
breather after making
its maiden flight from
the nest box in 2014.
Below: One of the
peregrine falcons sits
on a railing in front
of the nest box at
Fawley in 2015.

The benefits of this change are numerous, not least
because it means the site will be better able to manage its
commitment to buy and sell electricity to the grid, thereby
resulting in potential financial benefits to the company.
Fawley project planner Steve Slipper explained: “There
are a number of electrical demand meters that measure
the site’s power consumption, but these are stand-alone
meters that can only be monitored either locally or by
energy firm SSE via a dial-in connection.
“This project has installed equipment to allow real-time,
on-site monitoring of the demand meters which are located
in three different substations. This means that import and
export values are now updated every 60 seconds and we
are able to see that as it happens.”
One of the main benefits of the project will be the site’s
ability to better manage its buying and selling of electricity.
Steve said: “The power generation market is complex. The
site has a contract to sell electrical power to the market.
Historically, the site nominates the estimated amount on a
24-hour basis.
“However, by monitoring both power generation and
demand meters, the site can have better accuracy in its
power nominations which means we will be able to more
accurately predict the amount of electricity we need to buy
and how much we have to sell.”

A service
you can trust
“It’s a nasty world
out there, that’s why
having people like Mark
to look out for you is
so reassuring.”
From left to right: Mark Scovell next to his Bobby Scheme van;
Mark removes Beryl’s old smoke detector so it can be replaced with one which doesn’t require batteries.

Those are the words of 81-year-old Beryl who is
just one of the many pensioners, burglary victims
and vulnerable people who are helped by the
Blue Lamp Trust Bobby Scheme every day
in Hampshire.
The charity is supported by Hampshire
Constabulary and Hampshire Fire and Rescue
Service and provides free home safety and
security advice, as well as supplying and fitting
door chains, door and window locks, smoke
detectors and CO2 alarms.
The trust relies on donations and contributions
from individuals and firms such as ExxonMobil.
The Fawley site has supported the Bobby
Scheme for a number of years now and its
sponsorship helps to keep two of the scheme’s
four vans – including the newest addition
launched last month – on the road.
Community Matters recently spent a morning
with Mark Scovell who has worked for the
Blue Lamp Trust for almost four years. His job
is to visit the homes of those who have been
identified as possibly needing support and to
give them advice about safety and security. Mark
will also carry out any work which he identifies as
necessary to help make the property
more secure.
He said: “Many of the people whose homes we
go to are elderly or vulnerable and have been
referred to us by a family member or a friend.

Come and visit us!

Others have been the victims of burglary or
domestic abuse and are put in touch with us
through the police. Our job is to make sure they
know about the scams and tricks people will use
to take advantage of them and to make sure we
put in place extra security measures which may
be needed like door chains and locks.

“We don’t want to frighten people,
we just want to raise awareness
and reassure people. It’s about
reducing crime and the fear of
crime and helping people to feel
safe and secure in their homes.”
On the morning we meet Mark he is visiting the
home of 81-year-old Beryl who lives in Holbury.
She has been referred to the Bobby Scheme by a
neighbour. Mark starts by talking to Beryl about
her current security measures and then carries
out a survey of her home.
“We look for things like whether the property
has a burglar alarm, if the windows are secure
and if there is a door chain. I’ll also look
to see whether the plug sockets have
been overloaded which might cause
a fire hazard and check whether the
property has smoke detectors or a CO2
alarm. Lots of elderly people have the
old-style smoke detectors with batteries.

It’s one of the largest employers on
the Waterside and most of us know
someone who works there. But have
you ever wondered what goes on
behind the gates at Fawley?
If you have, we’d love to help you separate the
fact from the fiction by inviting you to join one of
our community tours. Catering for groups and
individuals, our tours are a great way to find out
what goes on at the UK’s largest refinery and
petrochemical plant.
You’ll join us for a meet-and-greet with tea and

This means often they don’t, or cant, replace the
battery and the alarm becomes useless. We can
replace these detectors with ones supplied by
the fire service and which don’t need batteries.”
Beryl’s home is reasonably well protected, she
has an outside alarm and her doors and windows
are all secure. She is also very aware of the
dangers of people trying to scam her, both in
person and on the phone, which is often not
the case with the elderly. However, Beryl’s door
chain is broken and her smoke detectors are the
old-style battery ones and need replacing.
Mark completes his check list and then goes to
his van to get new detectors, a new door chain
and a CO2 alarm. He says: “This part of my job
is really rewarding. I know Beryl has appreciated
my visit and hopefully she will feel safer as a
result of having the new door chain and smoke
detectors fitted.”
As for Beryl, she is in no doubt that the Bobby
Scheme is well worthwhile. She said: “When you
get older you do become more vulnerable. It’s
nice to know that there are people who want
to help make you safer and stop others
from taking advantage of you. I’m very
grateful for that.”
To find out more about the Blue Lamp
Trust and the Bobby scheme, visit
bluelamptrust.org.uk or call
0300 777 0157.

biscuits before a welcome presentation from
our experienced guide. Then we’ll board our
bus and take a tour of the Fawley site itself,
accompanied by a detailed commentary
which will help you understand the workings
of the plant and our total commitment to
safety and the environment.
Tours last approximately two and a half hours
from start to drop-off and are offered on a
first-come, first-served basis. To register your
interest, email ExxonMobilFawleyPAStaff@
exxonmobil.com or call Linda Morris
on 02380 896133. We look forward to
welcoming you to Fawley.

