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Community matters

Raising the roof
A project designed to increase the cargo sizes of jet fuel
imported to Fawley by ship has meant not only raising the
bar, but also the roof!
Up until recently, the amount of jet fuel (jet) that could
be imported to Fawley was limited because the required
type of tankage to store it following delivery to the Marine
Terminal was not available.
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From left to right: Project team
members Chiran Nallamilli,
Chris Orr, Roger Lane, Paul
Renyard and Malcolm Conway.

Malcolm Conway, Fawley Embedded Planner, explained:
“The import jet arrives at the terminal in its finished form
by ship. It is then stored briefly on site, before being sent in
batches via pipeline from here to Heathrow and Gatwick,
along with the jet we also produce on site. We recognised
the potential benefits of being able to import larger jet
cargoes and set about working out how we could do this.”
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‘Jigsaw’ roof
completed

Keep in touch
As well as reading Community Matters,
you can keep in touch with what’s
happening at ExxonMobil Fawley via
the Fawley Online website.
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Malcolm added: “The Marine
Terminal is already equipped
to cater for ships which can
carry the larger loads so that
was not an issue. However,
before we could do anything
else, we needed to make some
changes on site to alter the
configuration of our tankage.
This meant having the right
number of tanks to hold not
only our own jet produced at
the refinery, but also the extra
jet we wanted to import.”
To enable this to happen, an existing
tank had to be converted to provide
the extra storage. A floating roof
tank was identified as the most
suitable. All the modifications had to
be consistent with quality assurance
standards governing Aviation
Quality Upstream of Airports,
otherwise known as AQUA. Planning
permission was also required.

Fawleyonline.org.uk has a section
dedicated to the Fawley site. Here, you
can take a virtual tour of the refinery,
listen to a recording of our warning and
all-clear sirens and find out more about
our safety information packs. You can
also read our information sheet “A Flare
for Safety” which explains more about
the flare system and why it is necessary.
If you would like to know more about
us, or have any queries, you can also
contact us on 023 8089 2511 or via
email at
ExxonMobilFawleyPAStaff@
exxonmobil.com.

The dome roof is winched up
from the base of the tank.

Malcolm explained: “As part of the AQUA requirements, the tank to store jet has to have
either a fixed roof or a floating roof covered by a geodesic dome. We chose the second
option as we had an existing floating roof tank which we could convert.”
The new roof, which is made up of a series of aluminium triangles fitted together rather like
a jigsaw, was constructed on the floor of the tank and then winched into position and bolted
into place. A total of 12 winches were needed in a four-hour operation.
Malcolm said: “I would like to thank all the various teams involved in this project for its safe
implementation. We expect the larger cargoes of jet to start being imported to Fawley shortly.”

The geodesic dome after being winched into place.

Find out about apprenticeships
The ExxonMobil Fawley apprenticeship recruitment campaign
for 2017 has now begun. Find out more about what the
scheme offers, and how you can apply, at fawleyonline.org.uk
or exxonmobil-fawley.co.uk
You can also find out how to register for an apprenticeship open
evening to be held on Wednesday, November 23.
We look forward to hearing from you!

Turning the tide
It is home to dozens of enthusiastic Scouts, Cubs and Beavers,
but unless something is done soon, a popular Scout hut in
Hythe could quite literally be washed away.
Members of Hythe Sea Scouts have been meeting at a site owned by New Forest
District Council in Shore Road, Hythe, since the mid-1970s. There they have an
opportunity to take part in all kinds of activities,
including sailing, camping and orienteering. Although
the council owns the land and the building, the
Scouts are responsible for the upkeep of both. The
adjoining land is also a Site of Special Scientific
Interest.
However, the future of the group is now in serious
doubt due to extensive erosion which is threatening
to swamp the Scout hut and put an end to its
activities. Now a fundraising committee has been
set up to help raise £80,000 to fund new sea
defences. Chris Godfrey, who works at ExxonMobil
Fawley and is the chairman of the committee, said:
“The erosion has been getting significantly worse
over a number of years, but especially since the
storms of early 2014. It is now at the stage that if we
don’t do something soon, it will literally mean that
the Scout hut will be under water.
“We need to take action within the next 12 months
as we are losing about a metre of the shoreline every
year. In one recent bad storm we lost 3m in one go.
That’s the scale of the problem we’re talking about.”

Hythe Sea Scouts enjoy many
activities, including sailing.

Here come the girls
Building towers from dry spaghetti strands
and marshmallows was one of the activities
at a pilot event aimed at encouraging
more girls to follow science, technology,
engineering and maths (STEM) subjects.

The foreshore erosion can clearly
be seen as it extends right up to the
fenceline of the Sea Scouts’ hut.

Committee members and parents of the Sea Scouts are now devising a plan of action
in order to stem the tide of erosion. This includes the possibility of reinforcing the
shoreline with tonnes of stone and specific sea defences, costing in the region of
£80,000.

The Sea Scouts are appealing for anyone who may be able
to help them to get in touch. Chris said: “We are looking
at launching various fundraising activities and we are also
appealing to local businesses for their support. So, if anyone
thinks they can help us in any way we would be very pleased to
hear from them.”
Anyone wishing to help can go online and visit
mydonate.bt.com/events/halttheerosion/330954.

Building towers from spaghetti

More than 50 Year 6 girls from Blackfield Primary School
and Wildground Junior School were invited to the Fawley
site to take part in the event, which saw a morning of fun
presentations and activities.

The event kicked off with an introduction
from Fawley’s Refinery Manager Jon
Wetmore. He welcomed the students to the
site and encouraged them to aim high in
the future. “You can be whatever you want
to be,” he told them. “The opportunities are
there for you.”
The girls were then split into groups with the task of building
a tower from spaghetti strands and marshmallows. There
was varied success, with the teams tempted to eat their
building blocks finding out that this was not helpful for solid
construction!
Following their practical introduction to engineering, the
youngsters were then treated to a refinery roadshow from
Eddie Henbury. Eddie, who is a STEM ambassador and works
at Fawley, kept the girls and their teachers enthralled with
his exciting experiments and unique brand of humour. This
set the scene perfectly for a coach tour of the site, where
the girls were given an overview of the refining and chemical
operations. There was then just time to hand out some
prizes for the tower-building task, along with lunch and
goody bags, before the girls headed back to their respective
schools.
The event was organised by the Fawley Women’s Interest
Network, (WIN) in collaboration with the site’s Community
Affairs department. Claire Renshaw, who is part of the WIN
group, said: “Encouraging girls to follow STEM subjects is
something we really want to try and promote. This pilot
event was a great way of getting pupils from local schools to
be able to engage with our engineers and other employees.
Hopefully, they not only had lots of fun, but also went away
from Fawley with the knowledge that they can strive for a
career in this kind of industry and achieve their goals.”
Alison Jones, Community Affairs Manager, added: “We were
delighted to invite the pupils to Fawley as part of this pilot
event. It went extremely well and is definitely something
which we will look to repeat in the future.”

Come and
visit us!
It’s one of the largest
employers on the
Waterside and most
of us know someone
who works there.
But have you ever
wondered what goes
on behind the gates
at Fawley?
If you have, we’d love to help you
separate the fact from the fiction
by inviting you to join one of our
community tours. Catering for
groups and individuals, our tours are
a great way to find out what goes
on at the UK’s largest refinery and
petrochemical plant.
You’ll join us for a meet-and-greet
with tea and biscuits before a
welcome presentation from our
experienced guide. Then we’ll board
our bus and take a tour of the Fawley
site itself, accompanied by a detailed
commentary which will help you
understand the workings of the plant
and our total commitment to safety
and the environment.
Tours last approximately two and a
half hours from start to drop-off and
are offered on a first-come, firstserved basis. To register your interest,
email ExxonMobilFawleyPAStaff@
exxonmobil.com or call Linda Morris
on 02380 896133. We look forward to
welcoming you to Fawley.

History
preserved
The Montagu family’s love of cars is renowned
across the world, with hundreds of thousands
of visitors enjoying a trip to the National Motor
Museum at Beaulieu every year.
But what many people may not know is that Ralph,
4th Baron Montagu of Beaulieu, has a passion for
another mode of transport – railways. “I’ve loved
trains - and especially steam locomotives - since
I was a little boy and was given a train set as a
present,” he said.
“I’ve been fortunate to have been able to travel all
over the world filming and photographing railways.
China has been a regular destination in recent years
as some mines still use steam engines to work their
railway systems, the last place in the world to do
so.”
As well as travelling the globe, Lord Montagu’s
interest in trains recently brought him much closer
to home – to the Fawley site in fact. He said: “I
became aware that rail traffic into the refinery
would be ceasing at the end of August. I was
working with railway filmmaker Nick Lera to make
a short film about the Fawley branch line. We had
already shot quite a bit of footage at Marchwood
Military Port and we wanted to complement this
with some shots of oil trains going in and out of the
refinery.”
Lord Montagu, who has produced a series of short
films about the stars of TV comedy series Dad’s
Army, was invited to spend two mornings filming
the trains with his colleague. As well as recording
the arrival of a crude train from Holybourne, near
Alton, Lord Montagu and Nick also took footage
and photographs of the site’s shunting engine
Bluebird in action. They were also able to look at
some old black and white photographs from the
Fawley archives showing the railway in its heyday.
Lord Montagu said: “We are grateful to everyone
who made our two-day shoot such a success. We
have a very good photographic and video record of
the refinery railway operation which will serve as a
wonderful historical archive in years to come.”
The film, which Nick Lera plans to release on DVD
next year, will also look at the refinery railway
operation in past decades. If you have any old

film, photos or documentation about the refinery
railway system which you are willing to share
with Lord Montagu, please email linda.morris@
exxonmobil.com.
With more than 99 per cent of all crude oil
currently delivered to Fawley arriving by ship;
rail-based deliveries were no longer economic. In
2015, the decision to end the delivery of crude oil
to Fawley by rail was taken and the supplier was
given 12 months’ notice.
The distribution of finished products from Fawley
by rail had already ceased in 2015. The last delivery
of crude oil by train was made on September 1
this year. In future, all crude used in the refinery
will arrive by ship. None will be transported by
road, meaning there will be no impact on local
infrastructure.
Approximately
60 per cent
of Fawley’s
refinery
products are
distributed by
pipeline, with
the remainder
going out by
ship. More than
80 per cent
of Fawley’s
chemicals
products are
transported by
ship, with the
balance going
out by road.

Top: (From left)
Railway operators
Martin Cranwell,
Charlie Rushen and
Fred Dunn on Bluebird.
Above: Lord Montagu
and Nick Lera
Left: Nick Lera films
Bluebird being coupled
up to the oil trucks.

