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Community matters

Angharad Vaughan, Community Affairs Adviser at ExxonMobil Fawley, with Iris Cottrell and Di Hobson from Blackfield Baptist Church. Turn to page two to find out how a
contribution from ExxonMobil Fawley has helped the church to buy a new fence and keep its hall open for hire.

New fence overcomes a hurdle
Contribution thanks

Fire crews join forces

An appeal to help save the home
of Hythe Sea Scouts from falling
into the sea has been boosted by
a contribution from ExxonMobil
Fawley. Turn to page two to find
out how the fundraising campaign
is progressing.

Firefighters from ExxonMobil
Fawley joined forces with two
local authority fire services to
practice their joint emergency
response procedures. See a report
and pictures about the mock
exercise on page three.

Project takes shape

Learning stems from fun

Cementing Fawley’s place as the
leading manufacturer of butyl
rubber in Europe is the aim of a
project which has recently started
to take shape at the site. Read the
full story on page three.

Helping youngsters enjoy science,
technology, engineering and maths
(STEM) is a key priority for ExxonMobil
Fawley. Read how volunteers made
a big impression at one local event
recently, and how you can join them
for more fun at this month’s New
Forest Show, on the back page.
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Above: Alison Jones with Chris Godfrey and some of the Hythe Sea Scouts.

Appeal is starting
to turn the tide
Iris Cottrell, Angharad Vaughan and Di Hobson next to the new fence at Blackfield
Baptist Church.

New fence helps
keep hall open
A church which found itself in desperate
need of a new fence to keep its hall secure
and continue operating, has thanked
ExxonMobil Fawley for coming to its aid.
Hiring out the facility for after-school clubs, children’s parties and
group activities is the main source of income for Blackfield Baptist
Church, which sits next door to the hall in Hampton Lane, Blackfield.
Di Hobson, who is a Deacon and trustee at the church, said: “We
have a lovely large grass area where the children can go out and play.
Unfortunately, though, it was completely exposed which meant it
posed a safety risk. We needed a fence to make sure we could keep
the children safe and continue offering the hall for hire.”
Iris Cottrell, who is also a Deacon and trustee, added: “As a small and
mostly elderly congregation, being able to pay for a fence without
some financial help was beyond us. Luckily, ExxonMobil Fawley very
generously stepped in to help with a contribution of £1,000, which
paid for half the new fence. We are incredibly grateful, it has made
such a massive difference to us and means we can continue to use the
hall as a source of much-needed income.”
Angharad Vaughan, Community Affairs Adviser at ExxonMobil
Fawley, said: “It was our pleasure to be able to help the church to
purchase a new fence. The hall is a fantastic community facility and
we are delighted that people will be able to continue to use it now
that the fence has been installed.”
To find out more about Blackfield Baptist Church, and how to hire the
hall, visit the church’s Facebook page or call Iris on 02380 894886.

A fundraising appeal to help a group of Sea
Scouts save their popular clubhouse from falling
victim to erosion has been given another timely
boost by ExxonMobil Fawley.
Hythe Sea Scouts launched a campaign in September 2016 to
raise £80,000. The group, which comprises dozens of Scouts,
Cubs, and Beavers, is in danger of losing its base on the edge of
Southampton Water due to extensive foreshore erosion that, left
unchecked, is threatening the existence of the Scout hut.
The site, in Shore Road, Hythe, is owned by New Forest District
Council. It has been home to Hythe Sea Scouts since the mid1970s with youngsters enjoying a variety of activities including
sailing, camping and orienteering. Although the council owns the
land and the building, the Scouts are responsible for the upkeep
of both. However, extensive erosion over recent years means the
club needs to raise £80,000 to fund new sea defences.
Chris Godfrey, who works at ExxonMobil Fawley and is the
chairman of the Sea Scouts’ fundraising committee, said: “The
local community has been really supportive since we launched the
campaign. Our total currently stands at £60,000, which means we
are creeping ever closer to our target. We are really grateful to the
Fawley site for once again contributing £2,000 towards the appeal
- the second year running we have been fortunate to have been
given that sum by ExxonMobil. It makes a massive difference to us
and is a huge boost to morale.”
Alison Jones, Community Affairs Manager at Fawley, recently
visited the Hythe Sea Scouts HQ to see how the appeal is
progressing. She said: “Hythe Sea Scouts offers young people in
our community a fabulous opportunity to take part in fun activities
and learn valuable new skills at the same time.
“We have been following the fundraising appeal since it launched.
The group has worked really hard to raise the money they need
and we are delighted to have been able to help them once again
with a contribution from the Fawley site. We hope it won’t be long
before they reach their target and the work they so desperately
need to keep the clubhouse safe for many years to come can go
ahead.”
Anyone wishing to make a donation to the appeal can do so online
at mydonate.bt.com/events/halttheerosion/330954. You can
also support Hythe Sea Scouts at the Great Waterside Raft Race,
Hythe, on August 26.

Fire crews join
forces for mock
exercise
Above: One of the bales of butyl rubber produced at Fawley.

Keeping Fawley at the
top of the rubber tree
ExxonMobil Fawley is
probably best known
for being one of the
UK’s largest producers
of petrol and diesel.
However, what you
might not realise is that
as well as making the
fuel for your vehicle, the
site also provides the
rubber which has quite
probably been used to
line your car tyres.
Halobutyl rubber, otherwise
known as butyl rubber, is one of
ExxonMobil Fawley’s major areas
of business, with the Fawley site
one of the world’s largest capacity
plants. As well as being used in
products such as tyre linings, butyl

Firefighters from ExxonMobil Fawley joined colleagues from
Hampshire Fire and Rescue Service (HFRS) and Dorset and
Wilts Fire and Rescue Service (DWFRS) in an exercise to test
their joint emergency response procedures recently.

is also used to make items for the
pharmaceutical industry, such as
the air-tight stoppers for medicine
bottles.
The site has just seen the start of
a project which aims to further
improve the butyl manufacturing
process at Fawley. Ralf Rashbrook,
Chemicals Technical Manager,
explained: “By making some
equipment additions and
modifications to the Butyl Unit
at Fawley, we aim to deliver
even greater product quality and
environmental performance.
“This project, which will be phased
in over the next 18 months or
so, represents a substantial
investment for the Fawley site and
will help us to cement our place as
the leading manufacturer of butyl
rubber in Europe.”
•

•

ExxonMobil produced the
world's first butyl rubber in
1937 – technology which the
company later developed
to pioneer the commercial
production of butyl rubber
in 1960. Today, Fawley is the
major European manufacturer
of butyl rubber - the majority of
tyres manufactured in Europe
contain some butyl rubber
which was made at Fawley.
Butyl rubber's most important
property is its impermeability
to air and water. It is, therefore,
in great demand worldwide for
use in products such as tyre
linings and air-tight stoppers
for the pharmaceutical
industry. The solid butyl rubber
is formed into bales and packed
into crates to be shipped to
customers around the world.

Left: New pipework is lifted into place
as part of the project on ExxonMobil
Fawley’s Butyl Unit.

Foam is sprayed over an empty and out-of-service tank as part of the mock
emergency response exercise.

The crews were given an exercise scenario in which the firefighters
and their incident commanders were tasked with working
together in order to bring about a swift and safe conclusion to the
“emergency”, which was played out at Fawley in closely-controlled
conditions.
Richard Jones, Fawley’s Chief Fire Officer, said: “Fortunately,
it’s very rare that we have to ask our colleagues from the local
authority fire service to assist us at Fawley with a real incident.
However, it’s vital that we are all prepared for any eventuality,
and so exercises like the one held here at Fawley recently are an
important part of our training.
“We made sure the exercise was as realistic as it could be - with
safety being our top priority at all times. The event took place on
a hot day, which made the conditions even more challenging and
provided an extra test. I would like to thank the fire crews from
Fawley and both HFRS and DFRS for taking part, it was a really
worthwhile day for everyone involved.”

Discover a fun
side to science
Visitors to this year’s New Forest Show will be able to explore
the fun side of science as ExxonMobil Fawley brings a range of
exciting experiments and activities to New Park, Brockenhurst.

Above: The ExxonMobil Fawley volunteers at Big Bang @Solent.

Volunteers make
a big impression
An enthusiastic team of volunteers from ExxonMobil Fawley helped to
inspire more than 750 young people from across the South Coast in the
annual Big Bang @Solent – a fun day of activities promoting science,
technology, engineering and maths (STEM).
The event, which once again
took place at The Hilton, at The
Ageas Bowl cricket ground, is
organised by Education Business
Partnership South. More than
60 businesses put on a variety of
shows, workshops and handson activities in celebration of
STEM, with the aim of inspiring
and encouraging students to
pursue STEM-related careers in
the future.
Fawley Project Development
Engineer Alice Smith, who
helped to co-ordinate the site’s
team of volunteers, said: “It was
a fantastic day and gave us a
great opportunity to talk to lots
of youngsters about apprenticeship and graduate opportunities, as well
as promoting ExxonMobil’s commitment to supporting and encouraging
STEM in schools and colleges.”

The site is once again sponsoring the show’s Discovery Zone, an
interactive learning space offering fun and educational activities
and workshops. ExxonMobil will have a number of volunteers on
hand, including Eddie Henbury and Martin Bradley, who will bring
their unique style of learning to the three-day event.
Both Eddie and Martin are well known for promoting science,
technology, engineering and maths (STEM) and are familiar faces
in many local schools. Eddie, who was nominated for the title of
STEM Ambassador of the Year in 2016, has developed his very
own Refinery Roadshow, an eye-catching and hair-raising set of
experiments and demonstrations designed to bring science to life.
Eddie has taken his roadshow to schools and events across the
South of England, including the Sci-Tech Challenge and Big Bag @
Solent.
He said: “My aim is to inspire young people to engage more in the
STEM subjects by showing them that they can be fun. If I can help
them discover that learning about science and maths is actually
‘cool’ then it might inspire them with their studies and encourage
them to be the engineers of the future.”
Martin, meanwhile, is an accomplished author and artist, and has
had four children’s books
published. These have
Below: Eddie Henbury and Martin Bradley.
detailed the adventures
of a Peregrine Falcon,
a Hen Harrier, a Barn
Owl, and a Kingfisher. He
said: “Nature, through
evolution, has solved
most problems, and now
science is increasingly
turning to nature to
resolve and enhance our
technologies.

exxonmobil.co.uk

“As an ExxonMobil
STEM ambassador, I
hope to inspire pupils
through creative writing
and drawing. I combine
fragments of my books
into different aspects of
these fun and interactive
presentations which,
I hope, will encourage
them to look at things a
bit differently.”

twitter.com/exxonmobil_uk

•

Fellow STEM ambassador Eddie Henbury added: “Being able to show
students that STEM subjects can be fun and rewarding is what the Big
Bang is all about. It’s also an ideal opportunity for us as a company to
showcase what we do and to let young people know more about what
we can offer them in terms of a potential future career.”

You can now also see Community Matters online at fawleyonline.org.uk
If you would like to know more about us or have any queries, please ring
023 8089 2511
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This year’s New
Forest Show takes
place at New Park,
Brockenhurst, on
July 24, 25 and 26.
To find out more, and
to purchase tickets,
visit the website at
newforestshow.co.uk.

