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Precise planning pays off
Heavyweight arrival

Detailed planning and careful 
manoeuvring were the order 
of the day when a new piece of 
equipment arrived at ExxonMobil 
Fawley from Belgium. Turn to page 
two for the full story and pictures.

Pass the pedal

Fundraising and increasing 
awareness were the aim of a 
sponsored ride that took a group 
of inclusive cyclists through the 
New Forest. Find out more about 
the event, which was supported by 
ExxonMobil Fawley, on page three.

The great outdoors

A contribution from the Fawley 
site has helped a Waterside 
school to provide all-year-round 
outdoor learning opportunities for 
its pupils with the purchase of a 
wooden shelter. Read more about 
what they’ll be getting up to on 
page three.

TV crew films at Fawley

The day-to-day process of 
making fuel was turned into TV 
entertainment when a crew from 
the BBC’s The One Show paid a 
visit to Fawley to film “the journey 
of petrol”. Turn to the back page 
for all the details.

Careful manoeuvring was needed when a new piece of equipment destined for ExxonMobil Fawley arrived by sea from Belgium. Picture by Nick Dawe Photography.
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Precise planning and careful 
manoeuvring were the order of the 
day when a new piece of equipment 
arrived at ExxonMobil Fawley.

At 8m tall and 6m in diameter, the 
feed filter vessel will be installed on 
the site’s Residfiner unit, where crude 
oil products are processed to remove 
impurities. When eventually filled with 
filtration sand, the vessel will weigh 
approximately 500 tonnes.

Getting the vessel to its destination 
required a detailed plan. Fawley Project 
Engineer Ryan Worth explained: “The 
vessel was delivered by sea from 
Belgium, across the Channel to Fawley 
Power Station dock. Our challenge then 
was to get it safely to the site by road 
with as little disruption as possible.”

He added: “The filter was lifted from 
the dock by a 750-tonne crane onto a 
48-wheeled, six-axle trailer where it 
was secured. With the help of a vehicle 
escort, we then moved the vessel the 
short distance to the wide load gate at 
Fawley. Once safely at its destination 
on site, the vessel was set down in a 
temporary storage area, ready to be 
lifted into place.

“Bringing a large piece of equipment 
to site always requires a great deal of 
teamwork and planning to make sure 
everything goes smoothly and, above 
all else, safely. Thanks to everyone 
who was involved in making sure 
the delivery of the filter vessel was 
executed flawlessly and with minimal 
road disruption.”

Careful planning makes light 
work of heavy load

The youngsters enjoy a bus tour of the Fawley site.

The feed filter vessel arrives at Fawley Power Station dock before being transferred to a trailer for the short 
journey by road to its final destination. Pictures by Nick Dawe Photography and J Stock Photography.

Daughters 
enjoy a “day 
of work”
A science show and a bus 
tour were among a host of 
activities enjoyed by 40 girls 
who came to ExxonMobil 
Fawley as part of “Bring Your 
Daughter to Work Day”.

The initiative was organised by the site’s 
Women’s Interest Network, an employee 
support group that aims to help women 
share ideas and experience and reach their 
full potential. Group member Julie Marnell 
said: “Our aim was to help the girls to see 
the benefits of learning the STEM subjects 
of science, technology, engineering and 
maths, and to open their eyes to the possible 
opportunities for them in this industry. We 
initially hoped to gain interest from around 
20 girls, however the response was so 
overwhelming that we had double that figure 
come along.”

During their day at Fawley, the girls were able 
to take part in a science show and a site tour. 
They also had time for a “meet the people” 
session. Julie said: “This saw individuals from 
various departments across the site setting up 
stalls to show the girls what they do at Fawley. 
Everyone who took part brought amazing 
energy and enthusiasm with them, along 
with a variety of props including Personal 
Protection Equipment (PPE), virtual reality 
gadgets, and even a fire engine!”

She added: “The day was an overwhelming 
success, with positive feedback from everyone 
who took part.” The group is now planning 
another event in 2020 for both girls and boys.



Cyclists from an all-inclusive 
group joined Paralympian 
champion Darren Kenny OBE in 
a sponsored relay ride through 
the beautiful New Forest. The 
“Pass the Pedal” event was 
geared towards several aims, 
including increasing awareness, 
raising funds and celebrating 
achievement.

The ride, from Brockenhurst 
to Burley, was organised by 
PEDALL, a partnership project 
that provides opportunities for 
people of all ages with a disability 
or learning difficulty to enjoy 
cycling in the New Forest, no 
matter what challenges they face. 
PEDALL is currently supported 
by The Big Lottery Fund and 
the New Forest National Park 
Authority but, with funding due 
to come to an end next year, the 
event was also a fantastic way to 
showcase the group’s activities 
and to attract new sponsors.

Donna Neseyif, Inclusive Cycling 
Project Manager, said: “The riders 
were all regular inclusive cycling 
users taking part in the event to 
raise vital funds for PEDALL. The 
teams had a gold-painted pedal 
to pass on as a baton – hence the 
‘Pass the Pedal’ theme.”

The event was also designed to 
coincide with PEDALL moving to 
its new home in Burley. Donna 
said: “The base is essential to 
the long-term sustainability of 
the project as it provides an area 
to maintain the bikes and acts 
as a hub where volunteers can 
meet. We also wanted to raise 
community awareness of the 
project. PEDALL would not be 
here if it wasn’t for our passionate 
volunteers and supporters. We 
would love to recruit additional 
help so that we can grow the 
service. The event also provided 

our riders with an opportunity 
to meet others and to challenge 
themselves whilst creating a 
great sense of personal and team 
achievement.”

Pass the Pedal was supported 
by a range of businesses, 
including ExxonMobil Fawley 
as Gold Sponsor. Alison Jones, 
Community Affairs Manager, 
said: “ExxonMobil is committed 
to being an inclusive and diverse 
company. It’s important that we 
also demonstrate those values in 
the local community where we 
work and live, and so we were 
honoured to support the Pass the 
Pedal sponsored ride. 

“This was a truly inspirational 
way of proving that anything 
is possible when people work 
together to achieve their goals. 
It’s hard to think of a better way 
of celebrating that than with 
a sponsored ride through our 
glorious New Forest National 
Park.”

Donna added: “We are very 
grateful to ExxonMobil Fawley 
and all our other sponsors for 
their support. We would also like 
to thank Darren Kenny for taking 
part and for handing out the 
medals at the end of the event, 
and to Michael Turner who kindly 
made and donated the trophy for 
the winning team. It was a great 
day and thoroughly enjoyed by 
everyone who took part.” 

Over recent years, Blackfield 
Primary School has been creating 
and developing a “Forest School” 
in its grounds in Hampton Lane, 
Blackfield. Youngsters, mainly 
in the infants and Year 3, take 
part in a variety of collaborative 
activities, including creating dens, 
team building, whittling wood and 
building campfires – all under the 
watchful eye of an expert tutor.

Now, to make sure the learning 
can continue all-year-round, 
the school has added a wooden 
shelter to the Forest School, 
thanks to a contribution from 
ExxonMobil Fawley.

Principal Tariq Sasso said: “I always 
want to create opportunities for 
children to take part in outdoor 
play, as it’s such a vital part of their 
education which can be easily 
missed by schools.

“At Blackfield, we firmly 
believe in giving our children 
a rich educational experience. 
Forest Schools are increasing 
in popularity in the UK and 
internationally, with research 
suggesting that blending 
mainstream learning with a Forest 
School contributes to a child’s 
social, cognitive, emotional, and 
physical skill development. It gives 
them a chance to problem solve, 
be resilient and work together (a 
bit like Bear Grylls), but in a safe 
and structured way that aids their 
overall development. This new 
shelter means our pupils will be 
able to enjoy the Forest School 
come rain, shine or snow.”

The money to buy the shelter, 
which was imported from Holland 
and built on site, came from a 
contribution of £3,500 from 
ExxonMobil Fawley. Community 
Affairs Adviser Angharad Vaughan 
said: “Blackfield is one of 10 Link 
Schools that the site supports 
annually with a contribution 
towards science, technology, 
engineering and maths (STEM) 
activities. This new shelter will 
help the children to continue to 
enjoy their outdoor learning in all 
weathers and we hope they have 
many years of enjoyment using it.”

Tariq added: “ExxonMobil Fawley 
has been a great support to the 
school for many years, not just 
financially, but also by helping 
to promote science, technology, 
engineering and maths through its 
STEM Ambassador programme. 
We could not have installed the 
shelter without the support of 
ExxonMobil Fawley. We are 
very grateful and look forward 
to watching our pupils reap the 
benefits in the years to come.”

Shelter will allow outdoor 
learning in all weathers

Cyclists saddle up 
for sponsored ride

Fawley’s Angharad Vaughan and Eddie Henbury help pupils and staff celebrate the 
opening of the new wooden shelter.

Pass the Pedal riders and supporters.

Youngsters from Blackfield Primary School will be 
able to enjoy outdoor learning in all weathers thanks 
to a little help from ExxonMobil Fawley.



Come and visit us!Chance to win £50 
Amazon gift card It’s one of the largest employers on the 

Waterside and most of us know someone 
who works there. But have you ever 
wondered what goes on behind the gates 
at Fawley?

If you have, we’d love to help you separate 
the fact from the fiction by inviting you to 
join one of our community tours. Catering 
for groups and individuals, our tours are a 
great way to find out what goes on at the 
UK’s largest refinery and petrochemical 
plant.

You’ll join us for a meet-and-greet with tea 
and biscuits before a welcome presentation 
from our experienced guide. Then we’ll 
board our bus and take a tour of the Fawley 
site itself, accompanied by a detailed 
commentary which will help you understand 
the workings of the plant and our total 
commitment to safety and the environment. 

Tours last approximately two and a half 
hours from start to drop-off and are 
offered on a first-come, first-served 
basis. To register your interest, email 
ExxonMobilFawleyPAStaff@exxonmobil.
com. We look forward to welcoming you to 
Fawley. 

The One Show films at Fawley
The day-to-day process of making petrol 
became TV entertainment when a film crew 
from the BBC’s nightly magazine programme 
The One Show came to Fawley.

In a five-minute segment, Refinery Manager 
Simon Downing described “the journey of 
petrol”, from the arrival of crude shipments to 
the Fawley Marine Terminal, right through to 
the distribution of the end product. 

During a day of filming, a three-strong team 
from The One Show, including presenter Justin 
Rowlatt, were given a tour of the critical areas 
of the refinery involved in the petrol production 

process. These included The Cat, Distillation, 
Reforming, and the Lab. 

Community Affairs Manager Alison Jones 
helped to facilitate the filming. She said: “When 
the programme makers got in touch about 
coming to Fawley to film the journey of petrol, 
we felt it was an opportunity not to be missed. 
As we know, the fuel we produce here is used 
by people across the whole of the UK, so to be 
able to show them where it comes from and 
how it gets to the petrol pumps was a great 
way of highlighting the strategic importance of 
the site.

“Although the film only lasts about five 
minutes, an awful lot of work went on behind 
the scenes in making sure the camera crew 
had access to all the required areas and that 
the filming was carried out safely. Thanks to 
everyone involved in helping to make sure 
everything went smoothly and to plan. They 
were all instrumental in bringing Fawley to life 
through millions of TV screens.”

• The film clip featuring Fawley was aired on 
The One Show on Tuesday, June 4. If you 
missed the episode, you can catch up on 
BBC iPlayer from July 31.

It’s important for us at ExxonMobil Fawley to check 
that our Community Matters newsletter, which is 
distributed every other month, reaches its intended 
audience. We’d really appreciate your support to help 
us makes sure this happens. Let us know when you 
received your copy of Community Matters and you will 
be entered into a random prize draw, with the winner 
receiving a £50 Amazon gift card.

To enter, just send an email to 
ExxonMobilFawleyPAStaff@exxonmobil.com. 
Please make sure you include the following information:

•  Your name

• Your postal address

• The date you received your copy of July’s 
Community Matters

The closing date for entries is July 31, 2019. 
Any emails received after this date will not be 
entered into the prize draw. 

Please note your details will not be shared with any 
third party and all your personal information will be 
destroyed within 30 days of the closing date. 
Thanks for entering, and good luck!

Top left: Fawley’s Sara Dawe, Simon Downing and Alison Jones with the film crew from The One Show. Top right: Simon being interviewed at the Fawley Marine Terminal.


